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PARENTAGE OF SUSANNA WRIGHT,
WIFE OF RICHARD PEARCE
OF PORTSMOUTH, R. 1.

Contributed by BeENyaAMiN Franxriy Wisour of Little Compton, R. 1.

In the “Pearce Genealogy,” by Col. Frederick C. Pierce, which
was published in 1888 and relates chiefly to Richard Pearce of Ports-
mouth, R. 1., and his descendants, it is stated that Richard Pearce’s
father was of Bristol, England, and that Richard himself was born
in England in 1615, was at Portsmouth, R. 1., as early as 1654, and
married in Portsmouth, in 1642, Susannah Wright, who was born in
1620. Susannah Wright is said to have been the daughter of George
Wright of Newport, R. 1., who was probably at Salem, Mass., in
1637, and at Newport in 1648. (Pearce Genealogy, pp. 37, 38.)
Without considering here the question whether the English home and
the date of birth of Richard Pearce are given correctly in the “Pearce
Genealogy,” there is no doubt that the maiden name of Richard
Pearce’s wife was Susanna Wright; but she was the daughter not of
George Wright of Newport but of John Wright of Waltham Abbey,
co. Essex, England, yeoman, as the following entry in the “Aspinwall
Notarial Records” proves:

14 (7) 1647 Richard Pierce of Prudence Island in the Narrowgansett
Bay did acknowledge the receite of twenty pounds of Elizabeth Dell Ex-.
ecutrix of the last will & Testament of Raph Dell of Bow in Middlesex
due as a Legacie unto his wife Susanna daughter of John Wrighte of
Walton [Waltham] Abbey parish in Essex yeoman: & doth acquitt & dis-
charge the said Elisabeth of the said Legacie & ev part thereof.
Signed & sealed the 14 (7) before me the Not. publ. 1647, (Aspinwall
Notarial Records, pp. 85 Boston, 1903.)

The following records supply further information about the par-
entage and English connections of Susanna Wright, the wife of
Richard Pearce, and show, inter alia, that she was baptized at Wal-
tham Abbey 5 Aug. 1627 (not 1620) and was married there (nof at
Portsmouth, R. 1.), 5 May 1642, to Richard Pierce [or Pearce].
He and his wife must, therefore, have migrated to New
between the date of their marriage and 14 Sept. 1647, when Richard
Piercé acknowledged the receipt of the legacy due to his wife under
the provisions of the will of Baptlﬂl Dell.
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FroMm THE PArisgE REGISTERS oF WALTHAM ABBEY, co. EssEx,

1607
1629
1634

1655
1659

1642

1655 .

1661
1661

1563-1650*

DELL
Baptisins
Ralph son of John Dell 13
Ralphsunnf ohn Dell 21 A

son of John Dell 4 nvemh-er
Ehmgzth Gavghier of John Dell 20 January [1627/8].

daughter of John Dell — August.
Mmges
John Write and Mary Dell 22 A
John Dell and Bridgett Warer[ 7‘{23 July.
Burials
Ralph son of John Dell 1 November.
A nurse child of Bridgett Dell 21 November.
Margaret daughter of John Dell — February [1634/5].

Pierce

Births

ohn son of Robert Pierce 22 January [1655/
J{;.hanty daughter of Robert P!Jt;rce 6 Agnl. =

Marriages
Richard Pierce and Susan Write 5 May.
George Wilson and Martha Pierce 22 J’auuary [1655/6].

Burials
Robert Pierce, innkeeper, 22 October.
Charles Morgandxedat Richard Pierce’s and was buried 19 No-

vember.
WRrIGHT

Baptisms
E‘:nma son of %R.mhard ‘gi hI:I:Z;MT
wrence son o Georﬁ Y

lresyrbo b il “‘ né 12 Januacy [1567/8].
Jane 0
Henry son uf Iuhn Wri I:I i

Robert son of 14 Aqgust.
'i[lt:h;.rgaretsu&lanfh s ijgm Wrigh ul
ughter o r
RnbertsnnufRuthanht EMart:h 'E S;OH]
Bridgett daughter nf Wright 2 April.
Henry son o 30
ohn son of John Wri ht 24 J'am:lary [1574/5].
obert son of John anht August.
Magda.len daughter of John Wright 8 July.
of Thomas Wright — February [1599/1600].
Rnbert son of Robert Wright 25 May.
son of Robert W 27 June.
daughter of Hen right 17 January [1601/2].

*The parish registers of Waltham Holy Cross (Waltham Abbey), Essex, begin 1
1563. Amd&mmﬁnﬂm”ummﬂmmﬁ

lore relating to this parish, may be found in Our Parish Registers, by W. Winters,

guarian
Whaltham Abbey, 1885.
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1603 Margaret daughter of Philip Wright 18 June.
1603 Mary 1:Iin:lg'lié::é:g:l::11 of Thomas n;h% 17 Agg‘ﬂst.

1603 Robert son of Robert Wright 28 August.

1605 William son of Robert Wright 12 July.

1605 William son of Thomas Wright — wemhﬂ

1605 Catharine daughter of Philip Wright 2 February [1605/6].
1606 FranmdaughtunfRuth ht 1 June.

1608 Frances daughter ufRuberthghtZ?Ma

1608 Sarah daughter of Hary Wright 30 July.

1610 Ann daughtm- of Philip Wright 29 July.

1624 John son of John Write* 20 Fcbmu-.ry [1634/5]
1627 Susanna daughter of John Write 5

1629 WﬂhmsmufWﬂlmmW htEB_}'m

1630 Henry son of Christop W’g

1631 William son of Rubm't W anua:y [16311’2]
1633 Ann daughter of John ertc 29

1635 Ral hannnf]ohn Write 26 September

1637 Henry son 6f John Write 16 Majr

1646 John son of William Wright — August.

Marriages

1568 _John Wright and Ellen Lightsent 27 June.

1569 John Wright and 26 Ha

1569 John Wright and es Pecock 15 Aug'ust..

1574 Clement Basley of Sapwood and Agnes Wright 2 May.

1598 Henry Wright and Sarah Marble 6 November.

1599 Rohert Wn ht and Alice Green 17 June.

1602 ht and Susan Cawell 18 July
Phﬂlper;gnandMaryMeghﬂl4Nomber

1607 William Bellamy and Jane Wright 29 ]'anua.ry [1607/8].

1617 chhard Sto::k and Katherine Wright 16 June.

1620 \J Benton and Jane Wright 5 November.
John Write and Mary Dell 22 April.

1628 GeorgtBurtmandFran:ﬁW t 14 April

1630 Henry Wright and Elisabeth 14 July.

1636 Bazzell Bn]l and Jane Wright 1 Septem]:er

1642 Richard Pierce and Susan Write 5 May.

1642 Patrick Wright and Elisabeth Stock 20 October.

Burials

1568 Alley wife of John Wright 15 July.
1570 Jnhn W ryght, tanner, 20 December.
1573 ryght of leberts hell+ 20 Janbary L3 573/4].
1573 {Ianc ng'ht]ﬁlatc w‘:?uwl,l Zg Feb E}rﬁ]
son of Henry t i
1577 W’Hham Wright 290 S o
1586 Alice anht — March [? 156
1597 Catherine Wnﬁht 21 a.nuar]r
1% Ellen wife fo ohn Wrigh Itlsgeg;nber
en wiie o t
RS ——
usan wiie o —

1606 Robert son of Susan[ 7] niv
1610 Margaret daughter of Pth right 2 ]'anuary [1610/11].

*The W of Surestone (Sewardstone), a village near Waltham Abbey, were recorded

in the registers under the spelling Write.
+That is, Lippets Hill,
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PERCY, PERCE, PEARCY, PEARCE, PEIRCE, &c.,
IN RHODE ISLAND, 1650-1700.

URI‘\'G’ the latter half of the 1Tth century, at least
i/ four Freemen, heads of families, of the above names,
were to be found in the colony of Rhode Island. They
were:
I. Hexry Prarcy, of Portsmouth.
II. RicHARD PrARrcE, of Portsmouth.
III. JouN PEARrCE (mason) of Portsmouth.
. 1V. EparaiM PEreIrcE, of Warw'ck:
and it is not known that these men were in any way re-
lated to each other, although from the sameness of
Christian names in the descendants of the last two, they
may have had a common ancestor.

I. HeEsry PEARrCY, as he persisted in having his
name spelt, was at Portimouth as early as 1653, as in that
year he bought lands of George Parker. [Portsmouth
Records].

February 12, 1654, he bought a house and 12 acres of
land of William James. The deed was witnessed by
Richard Pearce, which is the earliest record of Rich-
ard. Itis hardly possible that with the known pur-
chases of property made by Henry Pearcy prior to
1655, he should not have been by that year a free-
man of the town and colony, and it is thought that
the name *llenrie , page 300, Vol. 1, R. L.
Colonial Records, should be IHenrie Pearey.




42 Pearce, Pierce, &e., in R. 1., 1650-1700.

March 16, 1666, he bought 2 acres, 7 rods of land, of Ja-
cob Cole.
—— —, 1669, he bought of Joseph Parker 14 acres of
. land in Portsmouth.

He married, probably, in 1642, Susanna, daughter of
George Wright of Newport, who was probably of Salem,
1637, and of Newport, 1648, and whoin 1649 stabled one
Walter Lettice, as Roger Williams writes to John Win-
throp, Jr.

Richard Pearce is said, by tradition, to have been born
in 1615, and his wife Susanna in 1620; also that he had a
brother William born in 1613, who settled in Yarmouth,
Mass. :

His will was dated April 22, 1677, and was proved in
Portsmouth, October 28, 1678. In it he states:

“ImMPRIMIS : I do will and bequeath unto my eldest son
“ Richard Pearce my now dwelling house and land and
M fencings, orchard and swamps, house and outhouses,
“ with all appurtenances thereunto belonging. * * *

“ My will is to give unto my son, John Pearce, one
¢ shilling in silver, and unto my son Giles Pearce one shil-
“ling in silver, and unto my son James one shilling in sil-
“ yer, and unto my son William one shilling in silver, and
“ unto my son George one shilling in silver, and unto my
“ son Jeremiah Pearce one shilling in silver, and unto my
“ four daughters one shilling apiece in silver, to be paid
“ within six months after my decease if demanded by the
“elder of them, and unto the younger when they come to
¢ full age according to law.”

From this will, other Portsmouth records, and the pub-
lications of Col. E. W. Peirce, who had very exact infor-
mation concerning the dates of birth and death of some
of his children, the family of Richard Pearce is believed
to have been as follows:

-
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Pearce, Pierce, §e., in R. 1, 1650-1700. 41

Nov. 2, 1658, he was a member of the General Assembly
at Warwick.

June 6, 1659, he was chosen constable for the year, and
was also ordered to take up what “lickers” come into
town.

June 4, 1660, he was chosen constable for the year.

June 3, 1661, he was chosen constable for the year, and
also surveyor *for wine and strong waters.”

May 12, 1662, his bill of charges on account of William
Barker, deceased, was ordered to be paid, and he was
also chosen constable for the year.

Oct. 12, 1664, he was chosen petit juryman.

June 5, 1665, he was chosen constable for the year.

June —, 1666, he was chosen constable for the year.

Between June, 1606, and the spring, probably, of 1667,
he moved to New Jersey, to the Monmouth County Set-
tlements, and resided at Portland Point, near what is now
the.Highlands of Neversink. In December, 1667, at the
first General Assembly of the inhabitants of these new
settlements, he was elected an official for Portland Point.
It is not known that he was ever married, and no records
of the kind are to be found at Portsmouth. He may have
had a family in New Jersey.

II. RicHARD PEARCE was at Portsmouth as early as

- 16564, when, as stated above, e was a witness to a deed of

12 acres of land and a house, purchased of William James

by Henry Pearcy.

Jan. 14, 1657, he was a witness to a deed.

June 8, 1657, he was chosen surveyor of marks of all
“cattell that goe™ from this town.

Jan. 11, 1658, he was a witness to a will.

May 18, 1658, he was admitted a freeman of the colony
from Portsmouth. '



