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increase in the library and the working
apparatus for the labratory and the ex-
cellent educational work of the institu-
tion, the school has been advanced
through the grades of middle and senior
schools until October 3, 1809, when it
was advanced to the grade of High
School, the highest rating given by the
University of the State of New York.

The Principals of the Union School
from 1871 to the present time are as
follows: P. F. Burk, 1871-75; W. P.
Spring, 1875-76; R. R. Rogers, 1876-80;
George J. McAndrews, 1880-81; D. D.
Van Allen, 1881-83: Frank W. Cross-
field, 1883-86; Fred C. Wilcox, 1886-87;
I. Howard Russell, 1887-88: Clyde C.
Hill, 1838-90; A. H. Hiller, 18g0-91;
George Hanley, 18g1-93: Ellis W.
Storms, 1893-97; Francis J. Flagg,
1807-99; Edward C. Hawley, 1899-00;
Ernest B. Luce, 1900-03; E. A. Reuther,
1503-04-

THE “INDIAN WAR.”

On Saturday the Gth day of January. 1838,
near the same spot whére a quarter of a
century before the first settler in the Town
of Ellington felled the trees and erected his
rade log cabin in the forest, originated one
of those amusing, vet at the time. seeming-
I¥ serious events, that spread consternation
among the then inhabitants of the eastern
part of the county. The winter was one
of extreme mildness and on the morning
of the day of which I speak, the sun arose
in a cloudless sky and its rays lay with al-
most summer warmth upon the bare earth
and brown leaves.

Nearly a mile west of Olds™ Corners, on
the Cattaraugus County line, and on the old
Chauntaugua Road, in a little log eabin, lived
one Eldred Bentley, Jr., with his family,
among whom was a daughter named Mercy,
a simple-minded girl. Eldred had married
a daughter of one John Niles, whose wife
had suceumbed to the hardships of life, and
the old man was then making his home
with the Bentley family. Hi= conduct was
not at all times exemplary and Olds™ Cor-
ners in those days afforded tempting op-
portunities to the old man's appetite which
met with feeble resistance upon his part.

It is supposed he had taken an early morn-
ing walk to the tavern and upon his return
had sat down by the roadside on the sunny
side of a log to enjoy the open air and
warm sunshine, The external and internal
warmth, both conspired to lift from his soul
the oppressing cares of life and he soon
passed into a happy slumber. At this op-
portune moment an Indian, from the neigh-
boring Cattaraugus Reservation, came on
foot aleng the highway and spied the oid
man resting by the roadside. He stopped
momentarily, evidently taking in the old
gentleman’s condition, whiclr no doubt in-
spired his native thirst for the white man’s
“fire-water:” and whether he instituted a
search upon Niles' person for the coveted
fluid or not, at all events underneath the
old man’s outer garments showed conspicu-
ously a red shirt.

As the Indian turned to pursue his jour-
ney, the girl Mercy appeared not far off and
spying the Indian and her grandfather’s
form half reclining upon the ground, with
his red shirt made more conspicuous as he
lay in the bright sunshine, she in an instant,
in her excited imagination, transformed the
red shirt into a blood-stained garment and
peopled the woods with savage Indians.

Without a second look she ran to Perry
Bentley’s, a near neighbor, where her uncle,
Richard J. Hall, commonly known as John
Hall, who lived about one and one-half miles
west on the same road, happened o be
calling that morning on horseback. She
hurriedly told him that her Grandfather
Niles had been killed by the Indians and that
the woods were full of them below the house
and they were murdering all the white peo-
ple. Hall, startled by the story of his niece,
and not stopping to learn of its truth, sprang
upon his horse and started upon a run west
along the old Chautauqua Road, calling
londly at every house that the Indians wers
down in the Bentley neighborhood and were
murdering all the white people.

His course led up the hill which he pur
sued until he reached his own home, which
was a log cabin near the top of what was
then called “The Big Ridge,” or, “Mutton
Hill.” Nearly opposite Hall’s house was a
new frame dwelling owned and occupied
by Benjamin Ellsworth which is still stand-
ing and habitable to this day. Under this
house was a commodious cellar, and an
arrangement was quickly made with Ells-
worth, after acquainting him with the grav-
ity of the sitnation, whereby the women
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and children of the neighborhood should
there congregate and take refuge in the cel-
lar while the men, who were supposed to
be made of sterner stuff, should be sum-
moned from far and near to give battle to
the Indians at this point. On the score of
strategy the place was well chosen. XNo
more commanding position could have been
seleeted in all that section of country, In-
deed, from this point an extended view can
be had of the Valley of the Comewango for
many miles and beyond of the distant hills
of Cattarangus. The sloping hillsides in
every direction made approach doubly diffi-
cult by an advancing foe, beside, a little
cemetery had been started near by where
the bodies of the 2lain could be conveniently
interred.

A few rods west of Ellsworth's was a
log schoolhouse, the first built in the town,
where school was then in sezsion. The lit-
tle flock were gquickly transferred to the cel-
lar, save one of the larger boys, who was
dispatched to the home of Captain Moses
Ferrin about three-fourths of a mile north
in the Town of Cherry Creek, with request
that he warn ont his company of militia
in that town and come with all possible
haste to the place of rendezvous at Ells
worth’s.

After making these preliminary arrange-
ments, Hall continued his ride on horseback
westward down the hill at breakneck speed,
warning every settler of the impending
danger and to proceed with their families
immediately to Ellsworth’s for safety and
defence. Consternation seized the people;
some were just sitting down to their mid-
day meal, but sprang from the table, collect-
ed their firearms, if they had any, and a few
personal belongingz, laving their meal all
unteunched. and with their wives and child-
ren hastened to the place of meeting. An
eye-witness of this impromptu gathering on
the hill, diseussed years afterward, with
much levity, the personal appearance of
some of the women on that occasion, show-
ing that no time had been wasted in the
preparation of their toilet. Dressed in short
home-spun skirts with pantalets and boots,
some with their husbands' striped jackets
and old hats and caps, with hair flying, pul-
ling along in frantic haste their frightened
and sobbing children, in their wild rush for
a place of safety. 'Tis said one voung lady
appeared upon the seeme with three hoods
upon her head, a pitchfork in one hand and
broad-axe in the other, and the strangest

thing of it all was that she was unable to
explain how she acquired the ontfit. Al
most as much disorder and confusion char-
acterized the men who gathered on that
memorable occasion; some had guns with
ammunition, some with no ammunition,
some with swords, some with pitchiorks
and butcher knives, indeed anything that
might be turned into a weapon of defense.
One man, who no doubt believed in fizhting
at close range, appeared with six butcner
knives bristling from his perzom. So the
inhabitants gathered as the news spread. and
in the meantime Hall was speeding westward
to the Bates Settlement, in the Clear Creek
Valley. Here Carey Briges was teaching
school and it was the noon hour. He sat
quietly in his schoolroom enjoying his mid-
day lunch when he observed an unusual
commotion among the children in the yard,
and that they were flecing toward their
homes with all possible haste. Soon a
neighbor appeared and informed Mr, Brigess
of the cause. School was over for that day
and the master, not with rod and rule, but
with a pitchfork over his shoulder, joined
the party marching for the “Big Ridge.”

From this point westward the news was
carried by fleet-footed messengers to Gerry,
Charlotte, Arkwright and other neighboring
towns with orders to the several companies
of militia to gather for battle. To the story
was added the further intellizence that
three thousand Indians from Canada had
landed at the mouth of Cattarausus Creek
and had made their way over into the Cone-
wango Valley and were killing and secalp-
Ing the white people as they went, and that
Dwizht Bates and family, who lived as near
as the Bates Settlement had already fallen
victims to the wily foe. Many a home was
barricaded against the invaders, while the
thoughtful housewife hung her kettles of
water to the swinging crane in the fire-
place, preparing to scald the red-skins upon
their approach.

Hall, changing his course at this point,
proceeded eastward down the valley toward
the village. heralding the news at every
house he passed, and if by chance he met a
doubting Thomas he gave expression to his
offended dignity by commanding such, by
virtue of his office as Justice of the Peace
of the Town of Ellington, to hasten to the
place of conflict, armed and equipped for
battle. (It might here he added that Hall
had ecome into office ag Justice just five
ilays prior to the happening of this event)
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The veteran miller, the Iate Henry Wheeler,
decided that the place of safety for his
little flock would be in the wheel-pit under
the mill, while he stood picket on the out-
posts.  The village schoolhouse then stood
a little west of the “Center,” as it was then
called, on the road traveled by the feet
messenger. The late Lorénzo D. Fairbanks
was teaching and school was in session;
and this is what one of the pupils present
on that occasion. the late Hon, Albro 8,
Brown, in a published article years afier-
ward had to say about Hall's appearance
there: “A man rode up to the schoolhouse
door and in a stentorian voice demanded a
hearing. The teacher and soveral of the
larger boys rushed to the door to ascortain
the cause. There we were confronted with
a black horse, flecked with foam and be
smeared with mud, its rider apparently
filled with alarm and consternation, and in
a hasty, loud and tremulous manner, deliv-
ered this strange and startiing message:

“Turn out! turn out! the Indians are upon
us! The women and children are to be
taken to the village for safety, and the men
in arms ready for action are to assemble
at the house of Benjamin Ellsworth!™ And
away went the messenger with the speed
of the wind, spreading the startling news
to the right and the left.” It is needless
to say that the school was closed for that
day and the frighteéned children fled to their
homes for safety

Hall, upon his arrival at the village, has-
tened to Inform Capiains Enoch Jenkins
and Ebenezer Green, of the militia, who im-
mediately began to get together such mem-
bers of their respective companies as they
could readily reach, and at the same time
urging the citizens who were provided with
arme to join their commands.

There was a wild rugh for firearms and
ammunition for defense or aggressive war-
fare. Some of the inhabitants chose to re-
main and guard their homes and the families
of such as took the fiekd, while others pro-
ceeded in companies and squads, cautiously
toward the seat of war.

Down the wvalley to Clear Cresk—then
called “Tapshire”—fed the rider of the
black horse, already grown hoarse from in-
cessant shonts of warning, until he arrived
at the home of Col, Noble G, Knapp. Knapp
held a commission from Gov. William L.
Marcy as Colonel of the Two Huanpdred
Eighteenth Regiment of Infantry, composed
of several companies seattered about in the

adjoining towns=. Hall lost no time in mak-
ing known to the Colonel the gravity of the
situation. It is said the Colonel was visibly
afected and declared he would nesd to make
some necessary preparation before starting,
as it was “the custom of the red-skins to
always kill the officers first.” It iz also re-
lated, eoncerning the truth of which the
writer does not vouch, that the Colonel took
down his sword and proceeded to grind it,
but that his nervous hands bore more heavi-
Iy on the back than the front of the blace,
and that before his departure he bade an
affectionate farewell to his wife and child-
ren, adding to the latter that “thelr papa
was going away to fight the Indians and
might never return.” Finally the Colonel,
with such of his comrades, who as the news

COL. NOBLE G. KNAPP.

spread, had come to his assistance, proceed-
ed cautiously toward Olds’ Corners and to
the scene of the conflict. Hall who had pre-
ceded him and warned the people along the
way and nearly completed a cireuit of a
dozen miles or more when his poor beast,
overcome by the fatigue of the journey, fell
to the earth and expired—the only recorded
death resulting from the “Indian War."”

In tue meantime at Ellsworth's on the
“Big Ridge,” recrnits were arriving from the
country covered by Hall in his flight, and all
was bustle and confusion. The vigilant
eves of the settlers there assembled seanned
the outskirts of the neighboring woods, ex-
pecting every moment to see the red-skinned
savages emerge from their secret niding
places and hear their blood-curdling war
whoops. Ellsworth, upon reflection, not just
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liking the idea of having his house turned
into a stockade and thus exposing his wife
and six children to possible death and tor
ture, concluded to load them into his ox
cart and move on west, leaving his nelghbors
to give battle to the enemy. He had no
sooner commenced to put this plan Into
operation than the rest of the party gave
him to understand that if such a move were
attempted they would shoot his oxen on the
spot. That settled the matter and restored
his heroism. About this time a lone horse-
man was seen leasurely approaching along
the road from the direction of the supposed
enemy. All eyves were intently watching his
movements. Speculation was rife as to
what it all meant, that any living person
counld exhibit such supreme indifference in
the face of imminent danger. [is actions
were regarded with the keenest suspicion,
and upon his arrival, he was immediately
the center of a questioning erowd. Hoe ox.
pressed great ignorance amil surprise at the
wonderful stories related to him by the peo-
ple there assembled, and hastened to assure
them that he had personally passed the
“dark and bloody ground” and had seen no
evidences of the presence of the arch ene-
my, and that it could not be possible that
there was lurking in the neighboring forests
the murderous foe whose appearance they

tarily expected—all of which fell on
deafening ears. The word was passed
around that this fellow was a spy sent out
by the cnemy to disarm the fears of the
settlers and put them off their guard—he
should be summarily dealt with, and a con-
ference was held pending his detention.
Earnest words were spoken and opinions
clashed as to what should be done with this
fellow; but at length, after a thorough ques-
tioning and cross-questioning, and owing to
the man’s apparent honesty, wiser conncil
prevailed and he was allowed to proceod.
but not without many suspicions glances
following his movements as he procecdoed
westward down the hill.

In other parts of Ellington people were
congregating and providing means of de-
fense as best they could; women were en-
gaged in running bullets and otherwise pro-
viding the sinews of war. It is saiil of one
patriotic ecitizen, who, preferring =olitary
confinement to the unpleasant eustom of
scalp-lifting as practiced by the enemy,
sought refuge in a hollow log, and there
remained until the dusky twilight made es-
cape more certain.

It was late in the afternoon before the
strugeling militin and armed citizens, who
had planned o approach the enemy from
the rear by way of Olds" Corners, with stra-
gelie caution, arrived at the seene of the
trouble and ascertained its cause. From
here the news was quickly earried to the
garrison on the hill of the false alarm, who
in their exhnberance of joy, discharged their
firearms into the air, thus causing trouble
und consternation among the women and
children in the ecellar, who thomght the at-
fack commenced, but their fears were soon
pul at rest and they were released from
thelr confinement. Great was the anxiety

aroused at this meeting, but greater by far
was the joy of the parting of this heroic
band, as they tarned their backs upom the
Invisible foe and hastensd to their weeping
families: but the story kept going and the
scenes here recorded were in a measure
re-gnacted at other points and in other lo-
calities more remote.

I eannot elose this paper, however, with-
out adding an article published in the Fre
donis Censor of the date of January 17,
1838, concerning this affair, which, while
faulty in many particalars. due no doubt to
the difficulty of obtaining at that time the
facts among so many conflicting rumors, yet
it gerves 1o more truly portray the extent
to which the excitement prevailed among
the people at that time throughout many
of the eastern towns of the county, The
article Is head-lined:

“TERRIBLE WAR IN A NEW QUARTER.”

“On Saturday. the oth inst. several of the
enstern towns of this county were thrown
into the greatest consternation by a report
that gol inlo eirenlation that Three Thous
and Indians from Canada had landed at the
mouth of Cattarangus Creek and had made
their way into the region of the Conewango
Valley and were pressing on, murdering -
and scalping everyboidy in their way., An
express came to Sinclairville from the Col-
onel of the regiment there, under the great-
ept exeitement, tears actaally standing in
his eyes. Immediately the rumor flew® AR
the old guns were instanily in requisition,
many that had remaived dumb for vears, un-
losg breaking silence at a squirre]l hunt—the
tea chests of all the stores were rifled for
lead. which was immedintely run inte bullets
—every ounce of powder in the place was
bought and a team zot up to send to this
village for more, Directions were given to
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the families of those who were going io
meet the enemy how to secure themsslves
and in short ey preparation was made
for a blosly encounter

“In the Town of Arkwright the excitement
amd alarm was, i poszible, still zreater.
During the afternoon and night families
were flying from house to house, in some
cages hall & dozen families congregating to-
gether, the greatest dismay depictod on

their countenances—horses were kept har-
nessed to wagons all night. ready for in-
stant flight—weapons of defense of every
kind were brougit inte reguisition, the wo-
mwen assisting therein—one old lady, we
are informed, ran 8 bhupdred bollets,  We
are told the reason the express did not
ecome through from Arkwright to this vil-
lage wee the intervention of about a mile
of woods, into which he did not dare to
penetrate for fear of being waylaid, A
horse on one ronte we are informed. was
actually rode to desh,

“But our readers are probably anxions by
this time to know what gave rise to aifl this
habbub, and we think it {2 time to inform
them. Well, a drunken eonot in the Village
of Rutlege, which is situnte on the eastern
line of thiz county, having taken hiz usual

deep potations, retired the edge of a
piece of woods and =t ed  himself out
upon & log to sleep it off. A short time
afterward one of his children, a Lol girl,
discovering him In this situation, and at the

same lime pe

reeiving a little (urther on in
the woods a couple of squaws, who were,
however, peaccably employed in making
brooms or baskets, ran home in great terror
and wld her mother the Indians had killed
her father. The mother spread the alarm in
the village with the unsual accompynyments

the conriers were sent off and by the
time they reached the next town the num-
ber of Indians were multiplied into three
thousand! and (rom this simple circum-
stance arose all this foment that for twenty-
four hours kept the inhebitants in three or
four towug (o fear of Instant desth by merci-
less savages. And for the time being we
suppose  that neither ancient or modern
history furnishes a parablel to it

“The marvelous exploits of SBancho Panza
upon the Island of Barrataria, the battle of
the Kings, the memorable outbreak of the
Windam frogs, when the sable African ran
in terror to hils master exclaiming,
‘Old Lucifer's come and ealled for his crew,
And you must go massa and Elderkin too,”

was not a priming to this Indian War. The
next day, however, brought a little sober re-
flection. and with it a feeling not much
more agreeable than that cansed by their
fears. Like the good people of Windham,
we understamd those infecied do not wish
to say a word upon the subject We will,
therefore, spare thelir fe¢lings by stopping
where we are’

So this historic ‘weident has ever sinee
come Lo be spoken of by the few survivors
of those davs. as “The Indian War," but to
the present generation o 18 largely an on-
known chapter in the county's history

FRANK E. CASE.

Frominent in the business elreles of El-
lington is the wellknown hardware merchant
mentioned above, who has conducted his
present establishment since 1865. Frank B
Case is a son of Salmon T, and Surah Sophia
{Ay¥resi) Case, who settled in Ellington in

FRANRK E. CASE,

1834, .lst-e sketch Hon. T. A. Case), and was
born August 18, 1837. Mr. Case received
his education in the common schools and
the Ellington Academy. The present busi-
ness of Mr, Case was inaugurated in 1865 in
partnership with his brother, Theodore A,
who remained two wyears; J. H. another
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brother succeeded him, he also remaining
for two years, and since 1869 Mr. Case
has ducted the b with constantly
increasing success.

On January 12, 1859, he married Clemen-
tine E. Baldwin, who died October 15, 1878,
October 17. 18380, he married again, Amy E.
Cook. His children are Dale J. and Will
Carleton.

Mr. Case has been Justice of the Peace of
his native town for the past twenty-six
vears; is a member of Cherry Creck Lodge,
No. 284, Free and Accepted Masons, and
stands high in the estimation of his acquain-
tances as a man of integrity and honor.

THEODORE A. CASE.

Theodore A. Case was born in the Town
of Gilington, New York, June 17, 1841, His
parents, Salmon T. Case and Sarah Sophia
(Ayres) Case, together with his grandfather,
Eliphalet Case and wife, settled in the town
in 1834, coming from Pittsfield, Massachus-
etts. In 1835 they purchared from the Hol-
land Land Company one hundred thirty
acres on lot sixty-three of the town, on the
line of the Old Chautauqua Road, where the
subject of this skeich was born. He was
the youngest of a family of four children,
two brothers and one sister. One brother,
Frank E. Case, still survives. Theodore
spent the first eighteen years of his life
on a farm, attending district school, and for
four or five vears, pursuing a course of study
at Ellington Academy. In 1860 he entered
the law office of Hon. Obed Edson, pursu-
ing the study of law until after the breaking
ount of the Civil War. In 1862 he enlisted
in Company G, Ninth New York Cavalry,
and served until the close of the war. He
participated in most of the sanguinary en-
gagements of the Army of the Potomae and
was wounded by a ball through the leg, at
the Battle of Old Church, Virginia, May
30, 1864, after which he was transferred to
the recruiting bureau of the regular army
at Washington, District of Columbia. After
his return home he engaged in mercantile
pursuits for a short time at Ellington, but
subsequently resumed the study of law in
the office of Hon. Charles B. Green. In
June, 1867, he was admitted to practice at
the General Term of Court held in Buffalo
at that time, He opened an office in the
village where for many years he enjoyed
a lucrative practice, but owing to a partial
impairment of his eyes was compelled to

withdraw from aetive work in that line,
but for eighteen years thereafter conducted
a private banking office in the villaze which
he elosed out a few vears ago.

In 1866 he married Miss Lucy Bags,
danghter of the late Allen Bagg of Elling-
ton. They have one daughter, Cora C.,
wife of Clyde C. Hill, of North East., Penn-
s¥lvanla,

Mr. Case was first elected Supervisor of
the town In 1874 and has served thé town
in that capacity for seventeen vears, and
is still a member of that body. He was
nominated by the Republicans and elected
to the Assembly, in the old Second District
in 1876-77, where he served with credit to
himself and his constitucnts. He bas al
ways been a Republican ‘n polities, casting
his first vote for Abraham Lincoln at his
soecond election. He possesses a wide ac-
qualntance and enjoys the confidence and
esteem of all who know him.

SARDIUS FRISBEE.

Sardius Frisbee, son of James and Eunice
(Harris) Frisbee, was born at Dewitiville
September 24, 1839, and died at Ellington
February 26, 1903. Subject’s father was a
native of Vermont and came to Chautanqua
County when but a mere boy. He learned
the trade of brickmaker and mason and
monlded the brick for the first county build-
ings in Chautauqua County—the old jail and
eourt house. At this time he was a resident
of Dewittville, but shortly afterwards moved
into the Town of Ellery, whers he engaged
in farming. From Ellery he again removed
o Ellington where he lived eizht years: he
died in 1881, aged seventyv-one vears. In
the year 1853 he made a pilgrimage to Cali-
fornia and there pursued the business of
brickmaking for about a year, when he re-
turned to the east, James Frisbee was a
man of great enecgy and force of character,
somewhat set in his ways, but kindly withal.
Both he and his wife were members of the
Christian Chureh at Dewittville and regard-
ed ns consclentions in life and conduet.

Sardius Frisbee was bronght up in Chau-
tangqua County on the shore of the famous
lake of that name, and passed his youth in
a comparatively uneventful way. He passed
throngh the common schools and also at-
tended the academies at Mayville and Elling-
ton. Upon leaving the Academy he tanght
school for two years, after which he en-
gaged in farming for some six years, and in



