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REMINISUCENCES
o¥F THE RTS5% LIFE QF

CHAUNCEY C, OLIN.

Fifty-six years ago I left my native place, Canton, Sk
" Lawrence county, New York, for the Far West, being then
less than nineteen years of age, Our destination was Milwau-
kee, a place not much known in those days. It being carly in
the Spring, and as we were to travel with teams, with an
older brother and family, on account of bad roads we shipped
on board a steamboat at Ogdenshurg.  After a day and a half
of boisterous and disagrecable traveling by boat, we landed at
Rochester, Thers we found good zettled weather, fine roads
and a splendld country. It was koown mostly for its fine
wheat lands, as it supplied most all of Eastern New York and
MNew England with what was called Genesee Flour. Rochester
was then but 2 small village and Buffalo a small city: Erie and
Cleveland wern also small towns, But such timber as we found
. around Cleveland was a sight not easily to be forgoften, We
remember distinctly those threefoot poplar trees sixly to sev-
enty fect without a limb,  Where Toledo now stands we found:
the worst ague country in christendom, so we stopped only long
' epough to get salely across the river, and set our faces direct
for Chicago, through the scuthern part of Michigan, After
leaving Toledo on our route to Michipan City, at the head of
Lake Michigan, in Indiana, we saw our first prairie country,
where we would travel for miles and miles without seeing a
tree, shrub or house, We said then to ocursslves that it wogld
. he a hundred years belore thesa large praivie wastes would be

J=——AFF. v F.



II

gettled. But experience has taught us haw little we knew of
the Great West and the Yankee enterprise that was then taking
possession of these valuable lands. We traveled a large share
of the way from Michigan City to Chicago on the beach of the
lake, sometimes in the water to the depth of two feet o avoid
decp sand that had been thrown op by the waves. On our
arrival at Chicago, we werc beset with all kinds of difficuitics,
as it was almost impossible to get through the city without
getting stuck in the mnod, and we really leit relieved when we
crossed the river at the now State street crossing. Chicagoe
had been advertising throughout the East for two or three
years, so it was much better known than any other western town,
But we saw nothing that interested us.  Most of the buildings
were on stilts, and it was almost impossible to get through any
of the streets with teams without carrying a rail on our backs
to pry them out of the mud, for the streets were generally on
a level with the water in the river. Little did we think then,
that, in [8go, Chicapo would contain 1,250,000 inhahitants.
We were now eighteen days from home, and in the next three
days, had passed what 5 now Waukegan, Kenosha, Rarine and
the mouth of the Milwankee river. All the facilides we had
fur crossing was a amall skiff; but over we went by putting our
household goods into the skiff, swimming our horses and fioat-
ing our wagon, 'This was May 1g, 1836, We were in a new

town with scarcely a dozen houses, but plenty of new-comers

and Indians. After resting a few days, and looking around for
something to turn up, we took our departure for what was then
called Prairie Village, sixtesn miles west, through a heavy
timbered countey for the first twelve miles. Although we had
an early start, it took us all day to make those szixteen miles.
We had no road more than blazed trees. We had quagmires
on the start, 2nd hilla apd dales until we crossed the Menominss
at the present viaduct of the 5St. Paul Railread. In a creek
near Elm Grove, we had our first experience in a western mud-
hole. We had to strip the harness lrom our four herses and
pull them cut one by one; and they.locked more like mum-
mies than anything else. By this tlme it was noon, and we
had made about eight miles of the sixteen, After feeding our
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tearn, and partaking of our lunch, we inoved on a little more
cautiously. After crossing Poplar creek we came into the oak
openings. I thought thisthe mostlovely sight I had ever beheld,
The couniry looked more like a modern park than anything
else, How beautiful to look upon. How strange. We said
in our enthusizsm, ** Who did this? By what race of people
was it done; and whaere are they now ¥ " for there were but very
few people here. On our arrval zt Prairie Village, the Rrst
family we met was McMillan's, who kept the place of enter-
taintment, near where the court-house now stands. This cabin
was about twelve feet square, with bunks armanged one above
the other on two sides, for sleeping. These bunka being filled with
praitie hay, together with our hlankets, made quite a comfortable
bed for summer. At this time there were but very few persons
in and around this Tndian town. M. D. and A, R. Cutler,
Rirhard and Isaac Smart, Izsaac Johnsen, Elon Fuller, Nelson
and T. H. CGln, John Manderville, Almon Osborn, A. C.
Nickell, Dr. Cornwall, Ira Stewart and ourselves were abountall
who were or had been here ta stay up to the Spring of 1836, In
the fall, Nathaniel Walton and family came and lacated on’ his
present homestead, zouth and adjeining our village. On aur
first visit to Prairie Village, we only stayed a few days, and in
that time we made a claim.

[ have always regretted that any of the mounds in this
county should have been destroyed. We have mounds on the
college grounds that have been preserved, and no doubt will
always be kcpt intact, as they are public ground. If all thesc
ancient relics of the history of our county could be put back
in their original state, our people would not take thousands of
dollars for them. Before leaving for Milwaukee, 1 had to take
some steps to protect the claim I had made. The way [ did
it was to blaze a tres and write my name, date of making it,
etc. These who made claims on the prairie where there was
no timber, had to bolld a fence with rails, to show whoever
came along that it was claimed.  But after this precaution, our
clzims had to be watched very closely to keep them from being
“ijumped." * When 1 was tired of claim-hunting and sight-
seeing, I returned to Milwaukee where I could see something
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besidea Indians and wild animals. Milwaukese was, of course,
just In its embryo state, and it needed work te level its hills
and fill its marshes. For 2 few months that was my work,
Every day we could see a change, and in a faw months the
transformation of hills and valleys was wonderful. Then came
buildings to be fAlled with goods, families and manufactories,
Thua the improvement went on, and speculation, in a very
shott time, became wery exciting. In this way Milwaukees
was growing at a very rapid rate, But, having a taste for
country life, alter spending one year in Milwaukee with my
brother and flamily, I took up wmy permanent residence at
Praitie Village, to grow up with the country. I can truly say
that I enjoyed this pioneer life, althoegh young and inexperi-
enced.  There was just enough novelty about it to interest the
most verdant of country boys. By the time we had returned,
gther parties had come in with their families. The first women
that came were Mra. McMillan and sister, Mrs. Isaac Smart, Mrs.
Isaac Judson, Mrs, Nathaniel Walton and Mrs. Nelson Olin.
Jane Smart, daughter of Tzaac Smart, was the {irst girl born in
this vicinity, and U, P. Olin, son of Nelson, thefirst boy. Upto

. this ime we were mere squatiers on the land, as it was not sur-

veyed until late it the Fall of 1836, and was notin market. When

the survey was made, a good many of us were disuppointed,

as the lines did not correspond with our ideas of where our
farms should be.  The subdivision ef townships into sections
and quarters left many of us high and dry on somebody else's
land, and we had to “‘get up and get,”" as the saying was.
John Manderville found himself on the school section. M. D.

Cutler did not have what he supposed he had, and had te buy
off his oeighbor. The Olins—ail of them—were in ancther
township, as were also Isaac Judson and Elen Fuller; but still
we were all cloge by. At this time the Indians were lecated

here in large numbers. A treaty had beco made for their
lands, and their title extinguished, but they stuck to their old

hunting grounds and wigwams, as game was very plenty in the
immediate vicinity, as 1 can testily, having seen as many as
gighty deer in a drove ncar where White Rock Spring is located
in Pewaukee, This was an Indian village located on the
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south and cast of us. It extended from Grand avenue znd
Mineral Rock Spring on the west to C. 8, Hawley's place on
the east. They planted corn on their ground far two years
alter they were notified to leave, and the corn hills remain on
gome of this land to this day, as it has never been plowed,

When I came here the Indians had a trail running from the
northeast to the southwest, just south of Mineral Rock Sprdng,
and it bad been used so ong that an indentation of some
eighteen inches in the pround had been reached in several
“places. Pioneers in a new country, if they are at all observing,
know that Indians always travel in single fle and in the same
place for an indefinite length of time. This trail extended
from Pewaukce Lake to Mukwonago, a distance of nearly
twenty miles.  In coming from Pewaukee the trail crossed the
Fox river, two miles and a half up the stream, at what is
now Hadfield's quarry, then came directly down the river to
where White Rock Spring is located.  Around this spring was
& great place for game. It was called by the Indians, and
white men, too, the **Salt Lick.” The water was a little
brackish then, az we thought, and was always open in the
coldest winter, The Indians understood this so well that they
built a large ambush in the branches of one of the large cak
trees near the spring, and tany a deer, wolf, fox or smaller
animal has been secured from this hidden retreat. This am-
bush remained there for many years alter the Indians left the
cauntry, until it rotted to the pround. Whenever we felt like
going a-gunning, we chose this region, as we could always find
some kind of game without much travel, The tmil, after
leaving this spring, came just nerth of Hickery Grove, then to
near where the Congregational church now stands, and a little
south of Mineral Rocl Spring, and then a little more north,
and recrossed the nver near Bethesda Spring, going to the
Industrial Schooly, and sa on to Mukwonago. This tract of
country frem Pewaukee to Mukwonago, was the Indians’ great
fishing ground. We could always buy fsh of the Indians
cheap. They would take anything from a cracker to a few
pounds ol flour or meal, for as many fish as a large family
could cat at two or three meals.  In 1837 the Indians hegan
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to fold their tents and emigrate to their new reservation, and by
the Fall of 1838, they were all gone, except a few atragglers
that were too lazy to work or even to get away to their new
hunting-grounds.  Finally they became such a nuisance that
the Indian agents came and took them away by force; and
then some of them would return and live on the white folks
for months.  Soch was the Indian's leve of country.

In the year 1835, we had -:luitvs:I a large accession to our
village and vicinity. These persons were worthy farmers and
settled around our village, near by, and improved their farms,
so that in 2 few years they became quite independent, for a
new country. .

In the Fall of 183F, I returned to my native place in New
York and attended the Canton Academy for two terms, and
spent the winter, at which time I taught my first district school.
But T could hardly contain myself in that hard Eastern winter,
and early i the Spring set face toward the West again, to stay.
In 1538 the emipgrants came carly, The news had spread all
over the East in regard to the fine farming land in Wisconsin,
and it seemed as though each one had tried to be the first to
reach and claim unte himsell a good farm. Milwaukee being
a good harbor, all of the new-comers lunded there, and more
than onehall of these people came throuph or stopped at
Prairieville. I have seen fifty teams loaded with these thrifty
people coming through what is called the Milwankee Woods,
and about one-hall of them would be stuck in the mud. Each
one had 10 choose his own route and get along the best way he
could, This year considerable improvement was made, and
some good buildings lor those days were built, such as the
Prairieville House—abkout 1846 the name of the village was
changed to Waukesha—our grist and saw mill, and Robert Love
and A, ¥, Pratt had cach small frame houses. In the meantime,
settlements had opened up at Mukwonage, Summit, Delafield
and Pewaukee, zo we felt as though we had neighbors, By the
time the fand came into the market in the Fall of 1339, there
was hardly a desirable pitee of land in the county but what was
held for actual settlement or for speculaticn.  All the settlers
were permitted to enter their claims at #1,25 an acre, but many
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of us were rompelied te borrow the money at twenty-five per
cent. interest to pay for cur homes, which were then becoming
quite valuable, Afer our lands were secured we felt a liitle
more independent, andg really from that time set out to make
ourselves comlortable by putting up better and more buildings
oh cur faring, and looking a littke more alter public improve- '
ments in the way of better roads and bridges in different parts
of the county, We were also interested in building churches,
school-houses, stores, blacksmith shops, and, in fact in all kinds
of improvements where it would help to build op our town.

{ur wheat crop, as early as 1830 and 1841, was of no
mean dimnensions. 1t gave us all enouwgh to eat and some to
spare, as our grist mill sent to Milwaukee 7,000 barrels of Acur,
and our merchants 250 barrels of pork and 12,000 pounds of
hides, which were valued at #38 846, These merchants up 1o
this time had bought in Milwaukee £27, 700 worth of goods.
While we were providing things for our remperal comfort, the
spiritual man was not neglected or overlogked. In 1840 the
populabion of our county was 2,156, and aflter this time our
county setiled very rapidly, town sites were laid out, and water
powers were being improved in every direction. We began to
think about having good schools with other good things for a
new country, and a log school-housc was built carly,

THE OLD I1OG SCHOOL-HOUSE.

This oid log school-house had the honor of being the frst
in the county. It was used for every purpose possible, such
as for schools, meetings of all kinds, debating clubs, paolitical
meetinge, religious meetings of all denominations, public meet-
ings of every kind ; in fact there was no other place for meet
ings. The first public gatherings were held in the " old log
school-house " of the past. The “ old log school-house' was
erected in the Fall of 1837, * undear the hill,"” on the wsest side
of the river Fox at Waukesha. 1t was built entirely of Tam-
erack poles taken from ** Uncle Sam's"™ government lands,
and erected by the jaint labors of a lew pioneers who had
taken up their abode in Waukesha county (then 2 part of
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Milwaukes c¢ounty]. Could the power to speak be given to the
ashes of its moldered walls, their story would make the richest
- pages In the history of the county ; but the story will never be
told. Like the building itself, those who reared its homely
walls and whose woices resounded often within them, have
nearly passed away from the sight of man.

The first teacher in this ' old log school-house " was John
M, Wells; the second, Miss Jane McWhorter; the thisd, Wm.
T, Bidwell; fourth, €. C, Olin. At that time there were
about twenty-five children in the town. This was in 1830-40—
41 All of us leachers labored under difficulties for want of
books, for school hooks were very scarce at that time,  Some of
them having no books during the whole winter.  Some brought
old a2lmanacs.  All the booke one lamily had was ‘' Pilgrims
Frogress "' and it came to the school as a text book. Howcever,
the school was a success, and with the exceedingly I[imited
facilities at hand, mest of the scholars made rapid progress,
aud their names will go down for ages zs those honored as
beinz members of the first disttict school in Waukesha county.

From the year 1841 to 1344 and 13845, therc was a good
deal of depressicn in real estate, as specolation had run high
since 1836, A pgood deal of depression was caused by the
currency of the country, which was of a very doubtful ¢
acter, The Western and Southern States seemed to vie w:th
ecach other in seeing which could issue the most wildeat cur-
rency, as it was ezlled in those days, In fact, the currency was
so worthless, that it could only be passed in the State where it
was izsued, without a fearflul discount. I remember of going to
New Yotk in 1341, and I had to change money several limes
on the way, as there were no through tickets in those days by
steambgats or railroads. On my aroval in New Yok, I could
not even pay a botel bill with Wisconsin money, without
atanding a shave of twenty-five per cent. The only reliable
currency we had in those days in Wisconsin, was the Wisconsin
Fire and Marine Insurance Company bank bills. This bhank
was owned and controlled then by George Smith, of Chicago,
and Alexander Mitchell, of Milwankee. They issued thau-
sands of bills, and a large share of the people of Wisconsin,
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“Illinois and Iowa said, ** We shall wake up somc morning and

find the bills of this corporaton worthless.” They had several
hard runs on their bank, but they were always ready and willing
to redeem Lheir hills in coin when it was asked for. I remember
at one Hime there was quite a formidable mob gathered in front
of their bank in Milwaukee, because they could not get their
“money changed guite as fast as they wished, In fact, I sup-
pose the officers were a little slow somnetimes, as their supply of
gold generally came from Chicago, and there being no railrozd
in those days, they had to depend upon steamboats, which
were very slow as compared with railroads.  But every bill-
bholder ot his money, and no man, woman or child ceuld say
that they ever lost a dollar b}r.hulding thiz money. In time,
Mr. Mitchell became the sole owner of this bank, and it has
always sinee taken a yory high ratk as & sale mongyed institu-
tion of the Northwest.

[ was present at an annual diooncr of the Old Settlers’ Club
in Milwaukce, on Washington's birthday, in 1378, at which
time Mr, Mitchell gave a history of the currency, banks and
hankers of Wisconsin, from the time he landed in Milwaulkee.
It was the most amusing as well as instrective speech of the
occasion, showing how the preatest banking institution of the
Woest was begun, and its progress up to the present time. Ii
had become a settled conviction in the minds of the people
that the bills of this bank would always bc good, and every
dollar would eventually be redecmed, while multtudes of other
banking institutions had gone to the wall with a loss to the bill
holders of a large proportion of what they were supposed to be
worth.,  After all this depreciation and fluctoation in the
currency and real estate, our pencral prosperity  was ap-
parent. We had a splendid soil and plenty of willing hands to
cultivate it, and as immigration was constantly on the increase,
we bacame a very prospercus community.  In fact, we were
getting a little tos thick For the ever wideawake Yankee, so
much so, that quite a number of our oldest citizens togk up
their line of march to newer fields in other parts of the State,
About the first to leave us, was the Rev. Moses Ordway, who
took up his abode in Beaver Dam, in Dodge county, having
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sold hiz large farm. In a very shott time numbers of our eiti-
zens followed him.  Mr. Ordway was not only a strong preacher,
but a geod business man ag well, and he soon had a prosperous
community abont him. He improved a valuable water powler,
and built the first mill in that part of the State, and to-day
Beaver Dam is one of the best manulacturing towna in Wiscon-
sin, having several flouring and woolen mills of no mean di-
mensions.

In a meore northern direction at Hartford, the Rossman's
located. At first they built a saw mill and did not dream of a
removal, but circumstances out of their control compelled them to
leave us.  Tmmigration followed them quickly to that timbered
county of Washington. Theimmigrants were mostly {ermans,
and, as they were almost invariably industtious, in a short ime
the Rossmans had a prospercus village around them. The La-
Cross railroad was located through their town in a few years,
and to-day Hartford is the second town in size in the county.
I suppose this lucky find of the Rossmans took at least fifty
people from our midst, censisting of farmers, merchants, shop-
keepers, teamsters, millers, ete.  In a morc northern direction
other settements were formed, this time at Neenmah and
Menasha. L. H. Jones, one of the most prosperous merchants,
was the first victim ; others followed. Dot during all this emi-
gration from us we were receiving new accessions at least three
times greater than the number leaving us; 5o we wers inereas-
ing in population rapidly all the time, Further north, in the
county of Winnebage, we sent out ancther delegaticn to Omre,

Other places were alse Found by Waukesha people, such as
Fox Lake, Eureka, Cak Grove, I'ine River, Berlin, Clintonville
and several places of minor note. Waukesha peaple have built up
quite a number of towns in different patts of the State, as has
been shown, and still we have all the time prospered ourselves.
In fact, we may go to most any part of the State, and we will
fnd people that have lived within Waukesha village or county.
During all this time we were connected with Milwaukee county.
But few of our citizens saw in the future the result of being
connected with a territory in which was located a large city such
as Milwaukee had proven to bhe, and hegan to grow restless.

LY
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We wilz determined to take measures [or a separation and set
up for curselves, the division being at range twenty, laaving the
west sixtcen towns in the new county, At first, the Milwaukes
people got dreadfully exelted over the matter and declared by
all that was great and good, that it should never be done.
They said that it would have to be submitted to the vote of
the whole county, as there was no other way that it could be
dene in a legal manner; and further, they said, we have just
enough tercltory for one of the best and wealthiest counties in
the State, and we do not prepose toe stand any such nonsense as
the divigion of this beaotilul county, with Milwzolkee, the
metropolis of the State, located within its boundaries. But
the people in the western part of the county tade up their
minds that their taxes would be much lighter by the separation,
so the cry went up sirongly for the diviston, CQur first move
was to go to the Legislature and get a law passed to submit
the division question to the voters living within the boundaries
of the territory to be-set offt  The Milwaukee pecple said thae
this was the height of impudence; but we had some good
workers at Madison and a law was enacted, giving the people
only within the territory zet off, the right to vote on the subject.

After the seltlement of the county seat question, which was
derided in favor of Waukesha, we then, of course, had to have
county buildings. They were built the next year, of our
famous Waukesha limestone. They are of no great dimen-
eipus, but of a good, substantial character, and will answer the
purpose for years to come. The first jail that was builf has
been re-placed by a good, substantial, modern jail, with the
Sheril™s residence in connection, Our county offices, mast of
them, are detached from the ¢ourt house in a fre-proof build-
ing; those that are located in the cowrt house have fire-proof
vaults, so that all our county records are safe in case of destrue-
tion of the building by fire. By 1846, Waukcsha had grown
quite rapidly, and cur main business sireet had taken guite a start
for a new town, as it was indeed new. Qur abundance of lime-
stone gave us a great advantage in making permanent improve-
ments. We eould build moch cheaper than with wood. This stone
could be made into lime cheaply; sand was also abundant, nearat
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hand, and most anybody, with a little encrgy and mondy, could
build in Waukesha county. It iz not lkely Waulkesha county
will ever be much of a commerciul county, We have scarcelyany
manufactories even now, but we had, fifty years ago, the most
beautifu] country villages in Wisconsin, and the improvement is
still onward, M. D. Cutler, and Charles B, Ilakin, & prosperous '
merchant amongst us, donated ten acres of land te Carroll Cel-
lege. A building was erected by the liberal donations of the
people, and the school was opened by E. Root, as its first princi-
pal: Scon after, Dr. Savage, from New York, came and tock the
presidency.  Other places arcund us had taken the lead in these
matters, and Dr, Savage, after a few years of struggle and hard
waork, died, leaving the college with but a very small endowment,
and it has remained 1o this day a feeble and unremuncrative place |
of learning. The grounds and building are beautilully located,
and the institution should be well patronized, Up to 1856, out
only outlet to Milwaukee was by carrdage road, but we began to
feel before that, that a raiiroad would be of some benefit to us.
“Therefore, the subject was agitated in Milwaukee and along the
proposed line until the enterprise took such shape that the work
wus really commenced, and the Milwaukee & Waukesha Rail-
road was built to Waukesha in March, 1851, and the same year it
was finished as far as Whitewater. Since that time, our pros-
perity has been onward until pow we have a population of
uearly 32,000 in the county, and the prospect is 'gnod for a
large increase within the next ten years.

T can not close without saying that the pioneer perod of my
life embraced by far its happiest days. There was no aristoc-
tacy, no fine feathers, stiff necks or big feeling in those days.
We all fclt an interest in each other and each other’s prosperity,
and worked accordingly, The interests of the whalg never sul-
fered because of some petty personal isalousies. We were all
interested in each other and worked shoulder te shoulder,
Those were glorious old days, free fram factions, neighborhood
wrangles, scandals and cfforts to outdress or override zach
wother.

In 1840, I began to make some improvements on the 160
acres of Jand [ had purchased of the government, and which




XIII

- was located - near the village of Prairieville, now Waukesha.
After making the improvements on the farm, we hought four lots
of Daniel Wells, Jr., in the village of Prairieville, and built a home
thereon, which to-day is one of the old land marks of Wauoke.
sha, beng built filty-twe years age. In 1841 1 became very
much interested in vocal music, So much so that I prepared
mysell for teaching, and this was my occupation for some two
or three years. 1 taeght in Milwaukee, Waukegha, [efferson
and Racine counties with a good deal of success, and at the
cloge of a term of my schocl at Rechester, Racine county, sur-
prised my pupils by being married to Miss Mary A, Church,
by the Rev. C. C. Cadwell, of Paris, Rain county. A large
party had accompanied us from Prairieville to the place to at-
tend the wedding, expecting te return home, a distance of
twenty miles, the same evening ; but before ten o'clock snow
had fallen to a great depth, so we were compelled to remain
over night. When we started to return home the next morn-
ing snow had fzllen to a depth of three feet on the level, This
was Mareh g, 1843. It was called a hard winter in the West, as
show began to fall November 15, 1842, and we saw the ground
only once from that time ontll April 15, 1843 Feed for
the stock became scarce and high; hay bringing twenty-five
doliars per ton, and very little could be had at that price. The
way we kept cut stock alive was to dnive them to the timber
lands, and cut the timber down, and they lived on what we
called “browse,” But most of the stock came out all right,
and as soon as the early grass appeared they picked up very
fast and by June they were in prime condition again.

At about this dme the subject of human slavery began te
agitate the public mind in every part of the country. [ remem-
ber well our first vote cast on the subject, which was at the
local election in Prairieville, in 1840. At first therc were only
twa voles cast; one by James A, Rossman, and the other by
myself, but after that time we were by no means alone, The
votes cume thick and fast, and we were known as the worst
“ Abolitien hole” in the Terdtory of Wizconsin, No doubt we
were rightly named, for qur neighborhood was filled up to the
brim with the most radical class of Aboliticnists, in both re-
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ligion and politics, that ever came together in one community.
All the church records of those days show that a strict watch
was kept over the members, and that discipline and excom-
munication of all delinquents was a very common part of the
church business, Profanity, Sabbath-breaking, drinking, dis-
honesty and the neglect of church ordinanecs were dealt with
as they deserved. Noi did herse racing, dancing and attend-
ing the circus find any tolerance, By a resclution af the
church it was decided that ‘“going to the post-effice on Sunday
was an ordinary business transaction, and as such should be con-
sidered as a violation of God's command to keep the Sabbath
holy.""  Another resolution decided that 'fall secret societies were
inconsistent with the religion of Christ,” and therefore they
would not recsive any person who was a membet of such so-
cicties. Another rezolution and preamble read as follows, and
was adopted after a full distession, and by a vote in which the
yeas and nays were put on record, vigorously demouncing
slavery and declaring that, * We will net admit to our pulpits
or communion, or have any Chrstian fellowship with any
person or persons who practice, uphold or justify this gross
system of iniquity.” It was impossible that a church =o un-
compromizsing and wide awake should not be carly moved to
act ot the subject which was in due time to involve the nation,

Anti-slavery principles were being established throughout
the termtory. 1 remember well at a meeting in Madison, Wis-
consin, Mr. Codding was addressing a large and enthusiastic
meeting in the State Assembly Chamber, when, after speaking
about twenty minutes, he was assaulted with roften eggs, one
sttiking him directly in the face, and others bespattering his
clothes in seveyal places. Mr, Coedding stopped for a minunte
in order to ¢lean off the egg, when a man by the name of John
W. Smith—and a democrat at that—arose and denounced the
cutrage as being the work of the slums of the town and en-
couraged by the pro-slavery element in Madison, Mr, Smith
spoke il very strong terms of the freedom of speech in Madi-
son, and said that mob viclence and ratten eggs were not good
argument, even in putting down anti-slavery in Wisconsin.
Finally the press of both Democrats and Republicans came to
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the rescue and denounced the outrage as unworthy of a free
people.  Mr. Codding, however, before proceeding with his
address, requested me to sing an ant.slavery song eatitled,
¢ The Man for Me,” taken from George W. Clark's antislavery
songs, which we generally used throughout the North in all
large gatherings of the friends of the slive, which is as follows:

THE MAN FOR ME.

“0h, he is not the man for the

Who buys or sells a atave,

Nor he who will not set him fres,
But s¢hds him to his grave;

But he whoae noble heart boats warm
For all meng' life and |iberty.

Whe loves alike egeh human form,
Ok, that's the man for me.

“ He's mot at a1l the man for me

Whe sells 3 man for pain,

Who beode the pliant sendle knee
T slavery's (3od of sheme;

Iut he whoge God-like forn erect,
Procleits that all alike are free

To think and sgeak, and yote and act,
Oh, that's the mad Moo te,

" Be sure he's ot the dnos fox fe
Whosc spirit will succumby,
When mmen endowed with liberty
Lie bleeding, bonod and dumhb;
Hat he whoge fithiul words of might
Riog throogh the lund from shere Lo 9ea,
For man's eternal equal right,
Ch, that's the man for ma.

“ Ma, tt, he's not the man for me
Whose vulce w'er hill and plain
Breaks forth for glorious Nhertr,
Rut binds himgelf the chain.
The mightiest of the nable band,
Whe praye md toiis the world Lo free,
With head and heart, and voice and vote,
Oh, that's the man for me,”
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After the song, Mr. Smith congratulated me upon the turme

things had taken in the meeting, and said that the song had
calmed Lhe troubled waters, and oo doubt this scene would be
the last that would be witnessed in Madison. After order had
been restored, Mr. Cadding proceeded with hls speech, and
such a raking-down as the old pro-slavery pariy got was not
only amusing, but very cntertaining. At the close of Mr.
Codding's address the cry came from all parts of the house,
o Ancther song, ancther Anti-Slave Song,” As I had become
considerably aroused, 1 gave them the sony entitled #The
Vision.” The incident {s supposed to have taken place in the
¢t Nether World, ™ purporting to be a conversation between the
departed ghost of a southern slave-holding clergyman and the
devil. (See Rev. Mr. Codding's portrait on another papge.)

A VIGIGN.

“ At dead of night when others sleep,
Wear hiell I took my station,
Amd frot that dungegn datk and deep
{er eard thia conversation :
* [Tail, Privce of Darkness, over hail,
Adored by cach infettal,
I coone smong your gaug lo wail,
Ta lasie the death eternal’

Y here are yoo feom 2 the Fiend demands,
' What tnakes vou look s ffuttic,
Are you from Carglina's sirand,
Juit west of the Atlantic,
Ave you that man of bloadl snd birlh,
. Devidd af buman fecling ;
The wreteh T gaw when last on earth,
It human cattle dealing ?'
L

"t Whose aoul with blood and rapine stained,
With desds of crime to dark it,

Who drove God's image starved and chained,
To ecll like beasia in market,

Whe tore the infant from the breaat,
That you might eell ita mather;

Whose cravity mind coold never reast
*T'ifl yon had sold =2 hrother?

N
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" Who gave the saerament (o those
¥Whoae chaing and handenffs mattle ;
Whoae bucld oot after fele the blows
More heavy than thy cettle?
‘I'm fram the south,’ the Gligst repliea,
"And I wus thers a teacher |
Saw men o chaing, with laughing eyes,
T was a anuthern preacher

= In tasselled pulpits, gay apd fine,
I strove to pleage the tyrants:
To prove that slavery is divine,
And what the Scripture warranta.
And when T saw the horHid sight
Of slaves by torture dying,
And told their masters all was right,
Tkdew Lhol I wes lving.' ™

T knew a1l thig, and who san denbt
I felt a sad misgiving#
Put etill I kocw if I spoke oot
That I should lose my Hving.
They made tue fat, they pald me well
To preach dows abeolition,
Lalept: T died; I amoke in hell.
How altered tny condition |

"'} now am in a sea of fice,
Whose fory ever rages.

I am & stave nnd can™ get free,
Through everlasting ixes.

Yes, when the sun and moon ahall fade,
And fire the rock dissever,

T must sink dowt beoenth the shade,
And Meel God's wrath forever.

*Our ghost stood trembling atl the while,
He saw the thing transpiring.
With aoul aghast atd visape sad,
All bope was now reticing.
The deman cried, on vengeance hent,
‘I aay, in haste cetlre,
And you ahall have 4 hegoo gent
To attend and punch the Gre' ™

2—Arp. . Fo
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This meeting at Madison was a great success, giving me
quite a large addition to the subscription list of the Américan
Freeman. On the next day, we tock our departere to fill
other engagements made before our returning to Waukesha.

- Mr. Codding was compamatively a stranger in the State, but in

every place he spoke he made 2 good impression, and almost in
every instance he made converts. After a three weeks' trip
throughout the State, we returncd home feeling that the anti-
slavery cause was in a prosperous condition in that section of
the Union,

In 1844 we had a very exciting time in Wiscensin defend-

ing the poor fugitive slaves, and keeping them [rom being re-
turned to their cruel masters' hands, But be it to the credit of

" the anti-slavery men and women of Wisconsin, there never was

z fugridve slave returned to his master from the Territory or
State of Wisconsin, We used to have glorious times in foiling
the machinations of the slava-holders and thelr sympathizers.
The slave, Carcline Cruarrells, came into oor State direct fram
5t. Louwis.  She was almost white, but that was noe bar for her
pursuers, It only spurred them on to greater vigilance, as she
was a very valuable piece of property for them to have, as
far as dollars and cents was concerned.  Caraline lelt 5t Louis
in the daytime and came on a steamboat to Alton, Nlinois,
From there she came dircetly to Milwaukee by stage coach.
She was sa white that ne one ever suspectzd that she was a
slave girl. (n her arrival in Milwaukee she was directed to onc
Titball, 3 barber, and a2 colored man at that,  But soon after
Caroline arrived there her pursuers came also, and about the first
man they met was this Titball. He was asked as to Caroline's
whereabouts, as it was presumed he would know all about it
But he kept shady until the slave huoters offered him (00 to
produce her, which was agrecd upon,  But as there i3 ° many
a slip betwaen the cup and the lip," it got out among the anti-
slavery advocates that there was a fugitive in town and that her
master was there in close pursuit, 30 something must be done
at ence. Tithall had a celored boy that eould be trusted, and
he knew that the g#itl was at Tithall's house. The boy was ap-
proached by the anti-slavery people and asked if he knew where
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she was, He at onee said he knew just where she was, and
that Titball had told him to conceal her. He was asked if he
would go with them to see the girl. He said he would. The
girl was pointed out and removed to other guarters just in
time, as Titball had agreed to place her in the hands of her
master for #100. But the game had taken wing and flown.
Tithall lost his f10@ and the master a slave girl worth to him
#2000, Caroline was moved to the west side of Milwaukee river
and kept lor a day or two, quite near the street, in a hogshead
turned upside down. But it was thought best tc remove her
to Waukesha, where all anti slavery people kncew she wonld be
safe, Accordingly she was put into the hands of Samuel Prown
and taken to the home of Samue] Dougherty, eight miles north
of Wauketha, and kept lor a week. In the meantime her
pursuers ware not idle. They made up their minds that she
had been removed from Milwaukee, so they bepan to scour
every nook and cormner in and around Waukesha, and they came
to Mr. Doupgherty's while she was there to inquire about her,
But as Carcline was on the lookout she evaded her pursuers by
hiding in a corn-field. They asked Mra. Dougherty what she
kuew of the slave gitl. Of course she pleaded ignorance of
the whole matter. 5She teld them they could search the house
if they liked. They did so, but no Caroline was to be found.
Tha men had besn to Wavkesha to spy out the land, bot no
results followed and they concluded to retuen to Milwaukee.
Mr. Dougherty was a great friend of the slave, and as they got
no tidings of Carcline there, they departed much cast down, noe
doubkt,. at their ill success at pot being instrumental in helping
to return a human being to a life of cruelty and shame, perhaps
in a Southern cetton field, But Caroline was soon sent to
Waukesha and put into the hands of strong, brave men who
were not afraid of all the slave hunters in the country. We
just liked to come in contact with them and show them up in
suech nefarfous business as returning fugitive slaves to their task-

Thasters,
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THE ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENT IN MILWAUKEE
AND WAUKESHA FROM 1844 TO 1860,

In the great future it will be a question whether those pages
that record the history of the Revolution, or those which pre-
serve the record of the Rebellion and the death af slavery, are
richer and more important, But whichever may receive the
decision, both are of such overwhelming importance and
growing interest, that every incident and the minutest detail of
it should be sacredly preserved.

That earnest and persistent band of agitators, catled the
Abolitionists and anti-slavery men, undoubtedly hastensd the
Reballion. The history of the Rebellion itsell, has been much
more fully and accurately written than any of the preat events
and life-long efforts which led up to it and made the abolition
of slavery possible. Slavery is dead, and dead forever, in
America ; and an lustorical chapter in reference to it can, there.
fore, have no pelitical significance whatever, .

From 1840 to the day President Lincoln issued the Emanei-
pation Proclamaton, Wisconsin was the foremost State in the
Waest in the anti-slavery mavement. In fact, according te her
age, waalth and population, Wisconsin was, fifty years ago, the
foremost anti-slavery State in the UUnion.  But this being purely
a local work, can not do full justice to a subject whose ramifica-
tions reached into every hamlet and neighborhood in the
country.

Some of the first settlers of Waukeshs and Milwaukee were
anti-slavery agitators. Their belief and principles, therefore,
became an active element in pelitice almest as soon as politics
took any shape or form:. Meetings were early held at various
public and private places; contributions that would astonish
men of no greater means now-a-days, were raised for the support
of anti-slavery newspapers in the East, and the most eloguent
speakers in the cause wore engaged to hurl the abolition
dectrine frem every available pulpit and rostrum, For some
time the agitators of Waukesha and Milwackee countics were
contented in, or at least confined themselves te, holding public

LT
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meetings, engaging abolition lecturers to ** educate the people,”
and subseribing for the various anti-slavery periodicals published
in the East. But finally the party grew to such size and

-strength—if party it might be called—that it was desmed

necessary to found an anti-slavery newspaper. Therefore, in
1842, C. C. Sholcs, who was publishing the Milwaukee Demo-
craZ, but was by no means satisfied with the pesition the Demo-
cratic party had taken on the slavery guestion, was encouraged
tex chahgre his paper to an anti-slavery publication, which he did
at once, changing the name to American Freeman, But Mil
wankee contained too many strong pro-slavery men at that
time, to make the business of publishing an abelition paper
either pleasant or profitahle. This was no discouragement
whatever to his sopporters, who determined the newspaper
must live, no matter at what cost. Therefore, a stock company,
consisting of the riends of the anti-slavery cause everywhere in
the State, but mostly at Waunkesha, was formed, and the paper
moved to Waunkesha in September, 1844, where the anti-slavery
doctrines more strongly prevalled. To be more particular, Mr.
Skoles sold his entire newspaper outfit to the Territorial Liberty
Association, and entered into a contract to publish the Sresoman
at Waukesha during the next three years, solely in the interest
of the Abolition party. The Executive Committee of the
Liberty Association leased the printing material to My, Sholes
for the purpose mentioned.- The property of the Aassociation
was divided into equal shares, each member subscribing and
paying for as much as he could of this steck. Tn Anpgust, 1544,
when the Fresmman was purchased of Mr. Sholes, the Liberty
Assoviation Publishing stock was held and owned in part by
them. Shares were $10, and certificates of stock were issued
to all stockholders on payment of same.

New shares were sold as fast as the men interested could
get the necessary funds.  In February, 1845, forty-three shares
were 50ld te anti-slavery men in the territory, and so on at
subsequent liberty meetings.

The Territorial Liberty Publishing Association not only
published a newspaper, but disseminated all kinds of anti-
slavery publications, printing circulars, pamphlets and books
for whomacever would read them.
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Mr. Sholes continued as editor about one year, and in

1845 Ichabod Codding became editor. Although the paper
eked out a precarious existence, occasionally levying upon its
friends for the support that was absolutely necessary to keep
its head above water, it never wavered from its strong anti-
slavery principles, urging their adeption with a vigor, faithful-
ness znd ability that made its infiuence felt wherever it was
perused. Finally, C. C. Olin, s=till a resident of Wankesha,
became possessed of a majority of the stock, nlGmately the
whole of it. On the 3d of November, 1846, T. D. Plumb
kecame C. C. Olin's partner in the publication of the paper,
that date beginning the first number of Volume IIL  Just one
month later Ichabod Codding bought out Plumb, the publishers
being Olin & Codding. On the (8th of January, [847, Mr.
Codding withdrew from the frm, and C, C., Olin became sole
propricter.  In April appeared an atticle rongratulating the
readers of the feeman that ‘" hencelorth, Sherman M. Booth,
of New Haven, Connecticut, a graduate of Yale College, and
-who, with I, Codding, had edited the Christain Freemtan, will
have charge of the editorlal department of the paper. He,
Booth, has bean a liberty man alwzys, and an abolitionist twelve
or Ofteen years. "

While at Waunlkrsha, the anti-slavery men of the vicinity
were willing and ready to board the type setters and employes
of the Fresman, its income not being sofficient to pay its debts
and weekly expenses, which, In those days were small as com-
pared to the present.  But that was of little consequence ; the
paper must be published, as the cause it advocated with such
eloquence, bravery and ability are as rare even in this advanced
newspaper age, would be without means or chantel through
which to reach the people shauld it suspend. This shows that
the stuff of which the anti-slavery men were made were such
a5 make true, carnest workers, who stop at no obstacle, shrink
from no physical privation, and make everything subservient to
the one end in view,

LT
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THE UNDERGEROTUND BAILRGAT.

There are few people who understand the full meaning of
the termn " underground railroad,” and stili fewer who know
that auch a line was in operation from Milwankese to Canada
years before the ordinary railway locomative and its iren track
were seen in Wiscensin,  Very many think it wae literally a
railway for the passage of locomotives and cars beneath the
surface of the earth, and have inquired where the ruins of one
could be seen.

The first underground railroad established in Wisconsin had
Waulesha and Milwaukee for {t= northern termini. The first
conductor on that road was Deacon Samuel Brown, of Mil-
waulcee.  The first passenger over the line was Caroline Quar-
rellés, an escaped slave from St. Louis. She first appeaved in
Milwaukee in the summer of 1842, and was then and for years
after, known simply as ' Caroline,"" her patronymic never hav-
ing been given to the general public.

A man by the name of Cluarrelles left Connectcut many
. years ago, emigrated to Virginia when the coutitry was new, gnd
was married to a squaw. His grandson was the father of our
heroine, so that probably her great-grandmeother was a sguaw.
Mra. Hall, her mistress, was her father's sister, and her own
aunt. Carcline came into the hands of this aunt on the death
of her father. Caroline was an Octoroon, probably.  Although
quite intelligent, ahe could neither read nor wilte. She was
fifteen or sixteen years of age, Her wmaster was Charles R.
Hall, a merchant of St. Louis, who fommerly lived in Eentucky,
Caroline was probably never badly abused while in bondage,
though occasionaily whipped in addition to being deprived of
her freedom. She was brought up to do fine sewing, em-
broidery, and wait on her mistress. She was not alfowed to
attend church on the Sabbath, but was locked in the house to
*serub paints,” as she called it.

Although her mother was dead, Caroline had a steplather
who never had been a slave and who made quite a pet of her
Caroline wished to be free. 5She meditated on the subject for
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a long time, listened to all the talk about the North for a year
or more, and conversed with her steplather on the subject, though
no one suspected her intention, Her mistress became angry
at her one day and cut off her hair, which was lang and beauoti-
ful. That decided her to run away as soon 25 possible.
She was some time in perfecting her plans. She managed
to possess hersell of 2roo, and when the opportunity
came fer her to go, threw a bundle of clothes out of the win-
dow, after obtaining permissien of her mistress to go and see a
sick git] of her acquaintance. She kissed the sick gitl, bade
her good-bye, went back, picked op her clothes and walked
down to the letry that crossed the Mississippi river at St
Louia. There was lying at the ferty one of the steambozts for
which the Mississippi was then famous. The boat was just
ready to start, it being about five o'clock v, m. © Caroline must
have had some experience in traveling, for she went up with
unsuspiciouns naturalness anid bought a ticket to Alton, [linois,
where there was a schoal for young ladies. She wore a quan-
tty of rich jewelty, stayed on deck in the daytime with other
young ladies, and when there was dancing she danced. She
thus excited no suspicien, being ne darker-skinned than many
of the other young ladies whe attended the seminary. 1 sup-
pose she acted a little stranpe at JAlton, for a colored man who
was at the wharf asked her if she was a slave escaping, and she
said '* no,"” but he watched her, and making up his mind differ-
eotly told her if she was, not to conceal the fact from him, as
he was a friend to all fugitive siaves, and that it would not be
safe for her to remain in Alton. On the following day the col-
cred man put her on the stage for Milwankee., She rede night
and day until she reached that cigy. As she left the stage at . -
the Milwaunkee House, she saw a colored inan by the name of
Tithatl, whe was a barber, and went te him, supposing that he
would be a frifend.  Tithall, who was an ex-slave, professed the
warmest sympathy and friendship for Caroline and conducted
her at onec to his house, where she remained a week er more,
Aa the narative will show further on, Titball was a treacherous,
mercenary wretch, No one had noticed Caroline in particular
when she alighted from the stage at the old Milwaukes Housze,
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and the first that people in Milwaukee knew of the girl wha
alterward created such a commotion far and near, was when
officers and lawyers came from St. Louis about a week after her
arrival in Milwaukec, to tarry her back to her maaster., They
came upeon Tithall and asked him if he knew anything about
Carcline, He told them that she was at his house, He then
managed to send a boy who was working with him, with orders
to take Carcline away from his housc to a certain place where
she could safely hide. Titball expected to get a good sum of
money from the lawyers. But the boy, whe was also colored
and an ex-slave, suspected Titball's honesty and therafore con-
ducted Carcline to a different place (rom that desipnated by the
mercenary and treacherous barber,

Spencer, the 5t. Louts lawyer, said the law was on his side
a0d it would be batter 1o procesd zecording to the statutas than
to arcuse the Milwaukee fanatics, as e called the Abolitionists,
by seizing Carcline and retuming with her without process.

- He therefore consulted with H. N. Wells, an anti-slavery Dem-
gcrat, who afterward became a judge. Although abolitionism
hid not then entered into politics and Mr. Wells was a Demo-
crat, he would have nothing te do with Spencer and the other
5t. Louis lawyers, but visited the office of Finch & Iynde, and
langhed about the affair with them. Messrs. Finch & Lyndae
thus being put on the track, at once searched out Caroline, and
hid her in the grobs and brush until night We are not now
pasitive whether Mr, Lynde aided his parmer, Asahel Finch, or
not; but rather think he did, as he was then fresh from college
and a subscriber and reader of Wm. Lloyd Garrison's paper, The
Liberator.

Spencer not getting help frem Wells went to another lawyer,
J. E. Ameld, whe turned sght in with them. They then went
to Titball and he took them to his house, but, of course, did
not find the girl. The lawyers were afraid they would lose
Caroline, and offered the barber 3100 to produce her. So he
took them to where he supposed she was hidden, but, not finding
her, the lawyers thought the darkey was fooling them, and were
roing te kick him. He convinced them, bhowever, of his
honesty of purpose to help them, and saved himself a kicking—
which he no deubt richly deserved—-but he lost his froo.
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At night Asahel Finch took her across the river, and the
story was she wag headed up in 2 barrel; but it was a sugrar
hogshead or crockery cask, which stood bekween the road and

sidewalls, between what iz now Grand zvenue and Kilbourn -

Tewn. The cask stocd in front of a colored man's one-story
housz, which was raised up from the ground, so that a person
could see under it from the street. The houss was so small one
conld see all through it from the strest, the doors standing open,
for it waz in the month of August. The people weuld slip
something to eat under the cazk when no one saw them, which
enabled Carcline to remain hidden unt] night, when she fell
inte the hands of Samuel Brown, whom we have previcusly
spoken of as the first conductor on the underground railroad,
who then lived on a farm a mile or more from the city, but
whose farm is now a part of the city. He took her home and
kept her there one night.  The next night he started to Pewau-
kee with her in an old rickety wagon, which he declared weuld
brealk down before he reached his destination {f he should be
compelled to do any fast driving. The roads, it must be re.
membered, were fearful highways compared to the splendid
thoroughfares that now lead from Milwaukee,

Just hefore he struck the main road Mr. Brown heard -some

voices and stopped until some men on horseback passed. The
party proved to be ], E, Aroeld, A, F. Pratt, the lawyer
Spencer and one or two others.  They had been to Waukesha,
that "'Abolition Hesle," as it was then called, to find Caroline,
having lost track of her in Milwaukee, Mr. Brown's wagon
did break down before he reached Pewaukee, and he placed the
saddle, which he had &ken the precaution to put on his wagon,
om the horse, and took the girl on with him. He took her to
Father Dougherty’s, whe lived two or three miles north of
Pewaukee Village, where she was kept concealsd for two aor
three weels.

In the meantime, the parties wlho wanted her wers search-
ing all over the country, offering rewards for her capture.
They made thelr headquarters at Peter Jones's tavern, the
'* Prairieville House,” thinking she must be in Prairieville or
near there, it was so strongly impregnated with abolitionism.
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The slave hunters lelt ne stone unturned sither in Mibwaukae
or Prairieville, now Waukesha, in their attempt to discover the
£lrl, keeping out watchers day and night en all the bridges and
roads leading to both places. A young lady while going to
watch with a sick girl, at Rev. O. F. Curtis's, was followed and
the house watched all night to see if she might not be Caroline,
The next morning the slave henters found themszelves hanging,
like a pack of hounds, around a house where the corpse of a
young lady whom they all knew was lying lor burial.

Two men, who afterward held the highest position in the
State, that ol Gevernor, were found employed watching an op-
pertunity to deliver a poor slave girl to her master. They did
not watch beldly and openly, but on the sly. One of the
wealthy citizens of Prairieville went to 2 new hguse just ouot-
side the village, pretending to want the plan, but really to see
if he could got some trace of Caroline, the 300 reward offered
for her capture being a great temptation. Although there was
so much excitement among the pro-slavery prople at this time,
who were all anicety and rushing from one place to another by-
ing to stir up the people and find Carcline, the Abolitionists were
as quiet as might be, seeming to fake no interest whatever in
the mater, and the pro-stavery men could gain oothing from
them. The 5t. Louis lawyers and their friends, among whom
were some of the prominent citizens of Milwaukee and Prairie-
ville, defred the Abslitionists to keep Caroline away from them,
saying the law was being woclated by .so doing, and J. E
Amold declared, with all the fierce power for which he was
famous, that vengeance would scon be visited on their heads.
But Caraline's Iriends could not be proveked into any conversa-
tion or argument. The hangers-cn at the Prairieville House
were watching the every movemcnt of all Abelitionists, The
gang went to Deacon Mendall's threatening him with some sort
of viclence, as he was a staunch anti-slavery man, and supposed
to lmow something of Caroline’s whereabouts. They found him
in the field engaped in hilling potatoes. The lawyers de-
manded to know the Deacen’s opinion of his crime of law-
breaking. ' Why,” replied the Dweacon, “1 didn't know as
hilling potatoes was breaking the law.”



-

XXVIII

‘' You are harboring that slave girl, which is against the
law," screamed Arnold.

“Well, a bad law is sometimes better broken than obeyed,”
said the Deacon, glancing at his rifle which lay near by in the
grass.

The Deacon's glance at the rvifle cooled the slave hunters
somewhat, who bnally summoned courage to ask petmission
to search the house,

** No, sir, you don't search my honse for any slave,” said
Deacon Mendall, sternly, and the -:mwd _afraid of the rifle,
marched back to Prairlewlle

DEACON EZRA MENDALL.

We will introduce a sketch of Deacon Ezra Mendall's life
before and after he came to Waukesha, showing the character
of the man when hotly preesed for reasons concerning his con-
duct in times of imminent peril to any of his fellow creatures,
whether white or black. We were present when the interview
took place between the deacon and ]. E. Arnold, the Milwau-
kece lawyer, and you ought to have seen him when Arncld
wold him ‘‘he was harboring a slave against the law.”
“Law, human law !" yelled the deacon.  *°1 am commanded to
obey & higher law; don't talk to me about your fugitive slave
law. It was ‘connived in sin and bermn ir iniquity,’ Ne, I will
not obey it, and any man that comes to me and threatens me
with the law if I do not obey it, will get hurt if he does not get
away off my premises at once,” at the same time stopping his
hilling potatoes and locking for his rifle, which was not loadad
for chipmunlk, buat lor *bar.” He had a ‘son about sixteen or
eiphteen years old that was witness te this conversation, and he
says to his father, *“Will you hold my coat while I glve this
man a good thmashing?' The deacon says, '‘No, Horatio, 1
will attend to him.” After this conversation, as it Is stated,
Mr. Arnold soon made himsell scarce, and left fer his compan-
ions in the village, which was one mile away. :

1 id
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The subject of this sketch was bomn Agpril 15, 1797, of Eng.
lish and American parentage, in Barre, Vermont, His school-
ing was limited, he being one of the oldest of eight children,
six soms and two daupghters,

Working on the farm, he developad into a2 strong, sturdy
boy, When fifteen years of age he enlisted in the war of 1812,
was in several battles and was once shot through the right hand.
After enduring three years of the hardships and privations of
army life, he left without any permit, and returned to his par-
ants’ hame in Canada. Was marriedin 1824, He remained on
the farm until 4 desire t¢ go west culminated in putting his
effects into a covered wagon and moving to Ohis.  When thirty
years of age he experienced religion and was an active werker
in the Master's cause. "With the belp of his industrivus com-
panion, he was able to look upen good crops where but a short
time before heavy timber stood.  In 1836 he moved to Wiscon-
sin, settling in Waukesha.

At the semi-centennial services of the First Congregational
Church of Waukesha, beld Janoary 2o, 1888, Deacon Mendall
was net forpotten.  One who knew him said he was a stalwart,
unpeclished man, within whose rough crust was as sound and
sweet a kernel as could be found anywhere.  ITe was a notable
man in the carly days of this community. His early advan-
tages of education and religious training had been limited, and
the roughness of frontier life remained upon him after his sin-
cere conversion to Christ. It is related of him that, when the
officers were in pursuit of a Fugitive slave, they were adviaed
that it would not be safe to search Deacon Mendall's premises,
for he had a rifle and would not hesitate to use it,

His exposibons of Seripturc, and his prayers, were of re-
markable interest. His name stands ameng the leading ones in
the formation of this church, through her struggles and triumphs,
as does also that of his wife, Alice Mendall. The lader died
February 26, 1846, her husband surviving her untl Aprl g,
1854, when he departed this life at River Falls, Wisconsin.

We will now introduce Mr. Lyman Goodnow, who had been
chozen a conduetor for Caroline. Mr. Goosdnow proved himseIl
to be a pood and safe conductor, and took gond care of the



XXX

slave girl under his charge, His run was the longest and the most
difficult of any conductor who cver undertack to punch a ticket,
being seven hundred miles in length, which was accomplished
withaut any modern smash up by end to end collision, or trains
trying to pass each other on the same track, while the train dis-
patcher was, perhaps, asleep. We will now let Mr, Goodnow
tell his own story after being informed of the dutics he was to
perform, He says:

“The morning that [ was to start on my precicus mission a
man came to me at church and tried te tell me about the slave
girl, Caroling; but I did not want to hear him. T was told to
be ready for anything that might be necessary or required of
me. [ knew what that meant. 1 couldn't refuse, for if Idid it
would interfere with matured plans. Preparations were there-
fore made, in about five minutes, to go. 1 did not dare to take
my owh horses cut, for I was watched, but I told him [ would
be at the place with horses. So I went to Daniel Chandler and
said: ¢ Mr. Chandler, I want your horses to-night and I don't
want you fo ask me a question.” He let me have his team, a
splendid one, of which he thought everything, I took the
horaes after dark and went to the woods according to promise.
Alter a while T heard a whistle, and answered it.  By-and-bye
1 heard it again in another direction, and I answered as before.
Deacon Allen Clinton then made his appearance on horseback,
Carcline riding with him. Two or three others came also—
Chandler and Deacon Mendall, Caroline was given into my
hands. I chose Descon Mendall as company, and we started
with Cargline curled down in the straw in the bottom of the
wagon for, we had no idea where, but to any place of safety.
On the way we stopped and got James Kossman te accompanhy
us. I drove down througl Mukwonago and towards Spring
Prairie, thirty miles from Praitieville. We reached Spring
Pralrie zbout daylight and stopped at Charles Thompssn's. He
said he would have threshers that day, and it would not be sale
ta have the gitl there; but he took us to anothér place in the
vicinity, where we left her and turned home as quickly as pos-
sible. On the way home, in moving my feet around in the
straw [ hit something hard. On picking it up it proved tobe 2
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long Butcher knife—Deacon Mendall, in his eatlier days, had
been a famous butcher. [ said, 'Deacon, what's this?' <0,
it's something I brought along to pick my teeth with,’ said the
Deacon. VYou can guess what he intended to do with
it if anyone had attempted to capture us. 1 was glad
enough no one attempted to capture us, for if we had hesn
attacked there would have been some dead slavehunters, as
sure as life.  We came home on a different route from
that on which we went, and found everything serene. We
had not been missed from Praivieville. Those fellows were sat-
isfied she had left the place, and for twe or three days & few
friends of us talked of the affair, and concluded that though the
p:ﬁple the girl was with were staunch Abolitionists, we did nat
know how pood managers they were.  The more we talked the
more fearful we were she would be found.  Finally, we decided
that one of us should go and take ‘the girl through to some
station on the underground callroad, and they pitched upon me,
being an old bachelor with ne family to keep me from going,
as the proper one to do the job. At this time money was not
plenty in Prairleville, as every one was paying for his land. 1
had to start away with very little money. I rode my herse up
to Deacon Edmund Clinton's, as T always did when I wanted to
get him shod, with a rope halter on, 50 a5 not to look suspicious.
It was about dark. T told the deacon [ wanted his saddle, bridle
and all the maeney he had. ‘I am going on a skeerup, and 1
may be obliged to pay the Queen a visit before I gef back,’
said I, He handed me five dollars, all the money he had by
him. That made eight dollars with what I had, to start with,
1 mounted my horse and started for the cak openings; went
through North Prairie, Eagle, and to West Troy. Before reach-
ing the last place it began to rain, and it was the darkest night
I had ever seen; lost my way two or three times, and did not
reach my destination until 7 or 8 o’clock in the morning ; had
scarcely a dry thread on me. [ had breaklast, baited my horse,
and drisd my clothes until noon. I was startled to find Caroline
gone. I wasmore easy, however, when I found they had moved
her Tuesday night to Gardner's Prairie, two miles from Burling-
ton, where she was left, but they dide't know at whese house.
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I started for Gardner’s Prairie to hunt her up, and on the way
stopped at Elder Manning's. He had brothers living at Prairie-
ville, and I knew he was a great Abclitionist. He had not
heard there was such a girl as Caroline, and knew nothing about
the excitement connected with her case, having been confined
to the house hy illness.  He declared his intenton of geing with
me to the Prairie (¢ find the gird, in spite of the pleadings of
his wife, who thought it too great a risk to his health, this being
his Arst day out of bed. The weather had cleared, and we
started, the elder going straight from his bed to his horse. We
rode to Mr, Peffer's, who, knowing the elder, upon being ques-
tioned said the gitl was there, T was acgquainted with the
brothers Arms, Abolitionists, and went to them. They called
in two or three other friends to consuit what to do, and, while
talking, D, Dyer, of Butlington, came along. He proved to
be the commander-in-chief, a strong Abolitionist, the greatest
and best friend to humanity. We could not leep the doctor
from seeing the girl. 5o we all went down to where she was
and held another consultation, when it was decided I should
take Mr. Cheny's buggy and harness and continue the jour-
ney to safety and freedom. Dr. Dyer went home and made
preparations.  He camec back with a pillow-case {ull of cakes,
pies and cheese, to be used In case of an emergency. Hein-
guired into my finanges, I teld him what 1 had, He com-
manded the friends to draw thelr wallets, and tock encugh to
make twenty dellars with what [ had. The doctor gave me a
recommendation, the best I ever heard, and an appeal to friends
of humanity to assist me without question to the extent of my
acking. I believe there never was an appeal lile that written
by mortal man before or since. It would almost atir the heart
of a stone. '

"' 'While at this place, just before night, who should we see
coming up the hill but Arncld and Spencer, still wearly but
doggedly pursuing the fugitive girl, Caroline and mysell, as
well as the kalance, were unfortunately out in the yard, and the
road was in piain sight, but we were not seen.

*“When night came on we started for Dr. Dyer's, Caroline
on the Buffalo robe in the bottom of the buggy, which covered
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her se no onc would know but that I had a sheep or a quarter
of veal.

‘“ Mr. Cheney accompanied us to the house of Mr. Perkins,
We could not stop there as he was to thresh that day, sc he
took us to Elder Fitch, of the Christian dencmination, whe
secrcted us and our horse and buggy until night, when I
started on again. The elder started with us. It commenced
to rain when we were but a lew miles away, and as we conld
noet go through to Dundee, a wild prairic was crosscd, though the
night was dark as ink, I was steering for the house of a man
named Russell, who was a Methodist, though not an Abolition-
ist. We were obliged to stop scmewhers, and [ concluded it
would be as safe to entrust surselves in the keeping of a pro-
fessing Christian. Mr. Russell said he never had been an Ab-
clitignist, but he was more than willing to assist any human
being to freedom.  If that was being an Abclitionist, he was
one. He never knew before what Abolitionism was. [ made
him a station-keeper on the underground railroad, which I
established along the route.

¥ In the morning, Elder Fitch went back home, and Russelt
went with us through Dundee, to Dr, Root’s, That was the first
we traveled by day. Hewasa double Abolitionist, like Ir. Diyer.
His breather was a ministor, and he sent for him and several
friends, who came to see us while we dried our clothes, which
were still wet. We started from there at about two o'clack,
and went to Naperville, fifteen or twenty miles distant. Did
not reach there until afler dark. We went to Deacon Fowler's,
as the doctor had told vs. There were some young ladies
present of about Caroline's size, and they gave her some
clothes, her dress having beem badly torn. They gave her
gloves and a thick veil, and also 2 small reticule into which to
put her jewelry.  So we started from there pretty well stacked.
Caroline being now pretty well dressed in the clothing given
her by the young ladies, sat on the seat with me from Dcacon
Fowler's on.  She had before remained curled up in the bot-
tom of the buggy—a pretty hard posturc in which to be jolted
over the horrible roads that stretched across the country
in 184z.

APF—3.
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" Asg I said, we traveled in the daytime now. 1 fell in with
& Mr, Freeman, whe directed me toward the underpround rail-
road. We went through Lockport, a few miles from Joliet,
while the people were eating dinner, and ef course s¢ occcupied
they did not notice us.  Drove eight miles to Deacon Beach's,
which was on the ariginal underground railroad. Mr. Beach had
gone to a church meeting, it being Saturday afterncon, and the
women were very suspicicus, thinking I might be trying to
break up the line; but they gave us dinner and fed my horse,
1 went to the place at Hickory Grove they had designated, and
found myself on the right road.

*‘ The next day was Sunday, but I thought we had betier
travel and get away from Chicage vicinity as soon as possible,
as Hickory Grove was only about forty miles southeast of that
place. We then made for Beche’s Grove. The peopls to
whom we had heen directed were just starting for church, sa
we went to Mr. Beebe's.  He made s welcome., He was a
very intelligent man, and had just returned from Chicago, where
he saw an advertizsement on the docks, © three hundred dollars
reward for a eolered girl,” but did not pay much attention to the
description, though it was no doubt offered for Caroline, The
clerk of the steamboat on which Caroline left 5t, Louis was
visiting all the lake ports to adwvertise her, [or the company
would he compelled to pay #3200 1o her master in case she was
not found.  This sum, with costs, the steamboat company were
finally compelled to pay.

** After dinner we started on our journey, Mr, Beebe accom-
panying us as far as the school-house, where their mectings
were held,  Sunday-school was just out. Mr. Beebe said they
were all Abalitionists at the school-house, and he wanted the
people to see Caroline. Se we stopped, and he told the people
her history. Several young ladies, Sunday-school teachers,
came put alter church to see Carvoline, and tall with her, Near
by stood one of the ‘Liberty poles,’ so called, which were com-
mon to northern villagea, Turning toward it, she asked them
what it was. They replied properly. *What is it for?” ‘To
commemorate the hirth of liberty in America,’ they replied.
 What do you do with it?’ ¢Oh, look at it," was the reply.
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*Whao may look at it?’ ' Everybody,” said the girls, ‘But
vou said it was a liberty pole ; can a slave look at it? Howcan
it commemorate liberty in a country where there is neo liberty;
where tore than one-fifth of the inhabitants are in bondage 7
Have you repealed the law and raised this pole for a mark that
alt are free? If not, who is the pole for ¢’

“"These and similar searching gquestions s¢ confuscd the
young ladies that no reply could be made to Carcling, and their
pastor attempted to reply for them, but was not fully equal to
the occasion.  She had thoroughly befuddled her visitors, who
were glad engugh to call her attention to semething else heside
liberty poles, and their connection with liberty and slavery.

“‘The next night a ternfic storm brought darkness unusually
esrly, and made it impossible to reach the next station. 1 had
been told that in casa of emcrgency, the Germans were the
next best to Quakers for protection, and we stopped at a big
claim shanty occupitd by a German and his wife, begging shel-
ter from the roaring sterm that was almost upon us. ' 'We
have no bed for you, ne Ares, no woed and ne candles,” said the
{zerman,  but will gladly give you a place of sheiter and make
wvou as comfortable as possible.” The German had ne bam, so
my poor horse, which had been driven half a day without water,
was fastened to the fence as quickiy as possible, for the advance
gusts of the hurricane were already whisking things around us.
All this took but 2 minute, but when we went in Carcline had
already gone to bed with the German's wife. He and I slept
on the floor; or, rather I stretched myself there, not heing able
to sleep from thinking of my poer, tived, thirsty horse.  As the
German bad no water for the beast, I arose early, hitchaed up,
called Caroline and started on our journey before daylight, and
1o this day that kind German woman does not know she slept
with a colored girl who was Becing frem bondage : nor does her
husband.

“From Laporte we traveled three days, I think, wholly
ameong Quakers. The men were all absent from home attand.-
ing a Quaker meeting in Ohio. The women refused everywhere
to say anything about the underground railread, though they
usually said, “Thee can have what thes wants.” Their homes
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were, of course, stations on the road, but, fearing I might be
an imposter, they would not let me inta any secrets. They
would, however, tell me where the next Quaker's house was to
be found, at a convenient distance. After leaving the Quaker
settlement, I was compelled to stop over night about five miles
from Climax Prairie, in Michigan, with a man whe did not treat
us well. Careline was pivet a room in which was an old-fash-
ioned loom. On this she hung her reticule, in which were her
jewels and the few dollars | had given her for the future. In
the hurry of next mening, the rehcule was forgotten, and the
logs not discovered until we wers twenty miles on our journey.
The horse was then too tired, and my destination yet too dis-
tant ta think of buning back, making forty miles more of travel.
I determained, therelore, to go on, secure the jewels on my re.
turn and forward them to Caroline. 50 we pushed om. At
Ann Arbor we were entertained by the editor of the Aheli-
tionist paper, the “‘Sigwal of Liberfy,” published in that place.
Before reaching Detroit, we camc across a leshy ¢olered woman,
who said she had been a slave, but for some time refused to say
where she had been in bondage. Finally, on being shown Car-
oline’s face, she acknowledged being from 5t Louis, from which
place she and her husband had escaped {n a most romantic and
miraculous manncr. It was scon discovered that she and Car-
oline were old acquaintances.

“T must add here, parenthetically, to show that the under-
ground railread had an abundance of business in those days,
that we had previpusly met a gang of thirty-two escaped slaves,
on the underground railroad, near Marshall and Battle Creek.
They werce led by three stout fellows, who went sewveral miles in
advance engaging work and searching out and making stations.
One of the women weighed over four hundred pounds, and
could not walk. She traveled only in the night As large as
this gang was, cvery one was perfectly sale anywhere in the
Quaker settlement, Whatever may be said against the Quakers
by those who do not like them, T must say I never saw or heard
of one who was not an anti-slavery man, The same may be
said of the Germans, except of some of them, whe had become
Yankeefied.
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“We passed through Detroit at six o'clock on Tuesday
night—about three weeks from home—while the streets were
filled with workmen on their way home. We were not discov-
cred and arrived safely at Ambler's, who kept the last station
this side ol the Detroit river, his housc being only separated
from that stream by a narrow street. He was absent, but we
were well cared for, and his wile sent two men, one of whom 1
had kniown in the East, to take us over the river. To him I
paid twelve shillings, the first money 1 had paid out during the
whole journey, which, on account of the circuitous route fal-
lowed by the underground railroad, had extended over a dis-
tance of five or six hundred miles,  Adter crossing the Detroit
river Caroline began crying, and clutched me by the arm, ask-
ing if it was possible that she was being taken back te St
Louis. 1 talked and explained, but it tock some time te make
her understand that I had not betrayed her back to 5t Louis.
She declared that everything appeared to her as if she were on
the banks of the Mississippi river opposite 5t. Louis.  Caroline
was fnally convinced that she was safe, and I twmed back,
leaving her in tears with Rev. Haskell, or at his house. He
was & missionaty at Sandwich, Canada.

““The clerk of the steamboat, whose owners were afterward .
compelied te pay 800 for transporting Caroline from 5t. Louis
to Alton, was in Detroit when we got there, and had been
watching every ferry boat that had crossed the river for a fort-
night How long be remained on wateh I do not know, but
he never {found Carocline. ]

“On the road home, I stopped at the place near Climax
Prairie, where Caroline left the jewelry. The man refused to
give up the reticule. His excuse was that probably Caroline
would return for it and then there would be trouble, I argued
everyway with him that T could think of, but all te no purpose,
He was not ealy atubborn, but mean and stingy. Finally, I
asked him if he would take ample security, to which, alter an
unaccountable amount of squirming, he consenied, promising
to receive Dr. Thayer's bond for the jewelry znd money. The
doctor, whe was ancther Dr. Dyer—a double Abelitionlst—
lived at Climax Prairie, five miles distant, to whose place
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started on {oot, tiy horse being very tired, at nine o'clock Sat-
urday evening. The doctor was away attending patients, and
I started alter him, Not knowing the road I got lost, and after
2 long delay, reached the place where he had beer, just a_ fow
minutes teo late. I then returned to the doctor's house, reach-
ing it too late, or rather in the morning, where I was given a
bed for an hour before breakfast, the dector still being absent.
He returned Sunday, and when 1 told himn my errand, he
spared no invertves or profanity in attempting to satislcterily
cxpress his indignation. He sat down at once and wrote one
of the strongest obligations I cver saw, with which I returned
for the reticule. Ewen zlter all my troubles, and after promis-
ing to take Dr. Thayer's bond, this mean-souled Individual de-
layed a long time before he would give up the valuzbles. [
was terribly cxasperated, but talked as coolly as I could until
the reticule was recovered, when I mave him as much deserved
abuse as T could command, and I wish I could recall his name
now, that the world might know what kind of men inscrutable
Frovidence has from time to time permitted to live in it,

“I returned to Milwankee, and to Father Doughecrty’s, in
the town of Pewaukee, in which Careline had left whatever she
had possessed. T immediately gathered everything together,
“and with the money and jewels, forwarded them te her at
Sandwich, Canada, through Dr, Portér, at Detroit, who wrote
¢ afterward that they reached their destination.

* On the road home {I was from homec five weeks) T was
repeatedly bantered, iriends asking if I didn't expect ‘old
Tawney—Chief Justice Taney, who alterward delivered the
notorious Dred Scott decision—would soon have my hide on the
collar-beam.’

*Caroline had eighty dellars when she reached Milwaukes,
which she placed in the hands of Titball, the ex-slave barber,
before mentioned, who at frst befriended her, and then at-
tempted to sell her to the slave hunters.  When 1 went to him
for it, he said he never had but ferty dollars of Carcline's
money, and even this he refused to pay. [ sued him and gat 2
judgment, which I called paid when Titball died. He had his
shop in the Milwaukee House, and it was the fnest barber-shop
in Milwankee.
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“ When Caroline was on the road to Canada she was asleed
if she could read or write. ‘I can't write,” said she, * but | can
read, I know as much as half my letters' Since then she
evidently learned the use of the pen, for 1 received the follow-
ing, which contained more errors, however, in punctoation and
spelling than here appear:

‘ Sawpwice, April 18, 1880,

S Deapest FRIEND—FPen and ink can bacdly express my
jov when I heard from you once mote. I am liviog and have to
work very hard, but I have never lorgotten you not your kindness.
I am still in Sandwich, the same place where you loft me,  Just
as soon as the postmaster read the name to me—your mame—
my heart flled with joy and gladness, and I should like to see
you once more belore I die, Lo return thanks for your kindness
toward me. I would like for you to send me one of thaze
books you were speaking abont. Dearest frend, you den't
icnow how refoiced I leel since T heard (rom you.  Answer this
as span as yvou get it, and let me know how you are, and vour
address. Direct your latter to Caroline Watkins, Sandwich,

Ontario,
TECAROLINE WATKING,

*The eovelope was quaintly directed in this manner: “mr
Lymun Goodnow Warekesha Wiz in haste U, 5.'

“After receiving this letter, I sent a seriez- of questions to
Caraline, to which she sent me promptly an answer, dated
April 23, 1880, at Sandwich, and which Is verdafin of Htevatim,
as follows ;

i+ Dear Frigvo—i received you letter and was you was
well and doing well it lecaves me in not very good health, I
did marry a man on Col. princess farm by the name of Watkins
but he was considerable elder than i and had children by his
first wile as old as i was but she was sold from her children in
slavery and bafore she got to the end of her jourtiey she killed
herself, I learned to read write in Canada went to school the
first year after i came here to Askins | was here ncarly three
years belore 1 was married, My husbands occupation is a eook
I pot a pretty good living but by working pretty hard for it, but
iam not very happy. 1 have heard from St. Louis several
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times since 1 came by my cousin who served her time out and
got free and came here my old Mistress is dead and my Master
married again that iz Charles K. Hall i knew about me having
property left me before i came away perhaps if i had stayed
until i became of age i could have got and perhaps not, there
was not but only two of us, | had one sister but she died before
i came away, I have forgotten how long | was going from
Alten to Milwaukee by stage.  Mr. Pottz was the minister that
my master and his wife went to and they were Presbyterians
my husband was once z slave born in cdchmond virginia be-
lenged to 2 man by the name of William watkins aflter he died
he fell heir to a widow in lkentucky by the name of Nancy
Cleveland and remained there until he came to Canada. I have
six children three boys and three girls three married and three
single the youngest is 16 a boy my oldest boy {5 a farmer and
my ather bay in Cin¢innat my youngest girl 18 is at home and
i am trying to educate her for 4 school teacher only she has had
guite an impediment in her speech they have all very good
educations. Mr, Askell is dead he moved away lrom here the
second year alter { came herc he was not the man as professed
to be he had some very dark lraits about him my grandfather
2nd father both was bern in richmond verginia they emigrated
to 5t. Louis my father was named Robert Prior Quarlis { was
born in 5t. Louis on the corner of pine and sixth street I got
the box out of my master's store soon and hid it in a cherry
hedge I left on the 4th of July my mistress folks treated me
well #nough for a slave.  Yes | have been whipped yes i had to
do the hoose work for § was kept for that purpose. I told my
grandmother that 1 was going to Canada but { was se young
that she did oot pay any attention to me ner any the rest of
them

¢ ‘T have asked all the the questions you asked me until
the next time good bye.

Y CARoLINE WaTking.' "

There you have the story of how the first passenger by the
underpround railroad traveled from Waukcesha to Canada, A
great many went by the same route afterward, and cvery one
arrived safely in the land of freedom.
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Thus ends the story, every detail of which iz known to be
true, of the first cseape of a fugitive slave by the underground
railroad, not only from YWaukesha, but from the territory of
Wiseonsin, Connected with incidents like this the names
of Deacon Samuel Brown, Lyman Goodnow, Father Samuel
Dougherty, Deacon Mendall, Edmund D. and Allen Clinton,
E. D, Holten, Vernon Tichenor, W, I} Bacon, Charles Black-
well, W. D. Holbrook, C. C. Olin, Flder B, F. Whetlock and
Asga Clark, and other earnest men of their day, will forever
adorn the richest and most thrilling pages of American history.

All but three of the above named gentlemen have passed
away, Those living are W, I). Bacon, who is on a sick bed
and will most likely go to his reward, as he is seventy-six ycars
old. W. D, Holbrook is still alive, but is in very fecble health,
keing entirely blind, and I am the other one, C. C. Olin, that
took a very active part in thiz transaction of helping a feeing
fugitive to gain her liberty.

The subject of this letter is dead. I received a Jetter from a
son of Carcline Watkins, September 14th of this year, stating
that his mother had died, but did not get the date of her death.

The following is the letter scnt:

SawnwicH, ONT., September 12, 1892,

. C Gin:

S1h—I received your letter in behalf of my mother, who is
now dead.  Losking over some papers she received from you
soimne years past, 1 find that she wished you to transact some busi-
ness for het 5 and if there is any business to be trensacted for
her please Iet me know.  As you changed your place of busi-
ness I could never learn your whereabouts.  As for the photo-
graph of my mother you wished me to send, I must have one
taken from the only one 1 have, before I can forward you one,
but promise that wou shail have it as =0on as it is completed.
When the book is completed, one from you will be cordially
received by me.  Please state prices.  Answer immediately.
Direct letter to

W B Warkins,
Sandwich, Ontario.
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LEWIS WASHINGTON.

It was about this time that another colored man appeared
in our midst whe was once a slave but had obtained his freedom.
Ilis name was Lewis Washington—an aasumed name of course,
His native place was State of Virginia. He had wandered out
inio the western ¢ountry, as he expressed it, to find something
tp do. He was without means, but was willing to do a2nything
to make an honest living., lle said his schooling, as he called
it, was Juite mited, as it was against the laws of the State of
Virginia for a white man to teach a colered man to read or
write. But Lewis had some native talent, and he in a secret
way obiained a little smattering of the English language, His
masler was a public man, and away from home a great deal of
the time, so that he was left to do about as he pleased and zo
around as he saw fit about the city in which he lived. Only he
must nat ren off,.  He was a man about twenty-five years old,
and well dressed for a colored man in those days, Finally, we
asked him if he ever talked on the subject of slavery. Oh yes,
he said he had preached, as he called it, quite often among his
own people, and that he felt a great inlecest in secing his people
freed from this bondage of slavery, Under the ghiding of Rev.
Abel Brown, of New Jersey, he had tatked in public and made
addresses on the subjoct of slavery, and Mr, Brown cncouraged
him to keep on in the good work., Ile finaly came to the
West through the advice of Mr. Brown, and commenced his
[aborz in Wisconsin, He said, * I know what it is b be deprived
of my libetty, and if [ can do anything to better their condition,
I feel as though 1 eught to do it.”" 5o a meeting was called to
hear what Lewis had to say, and, to our astonishment, we
found that he had some native talent, and had such command
of the English language, that he might be made of soeme use
in the anti-slavery fight. We were still publishing the American
Freewman, and as we were traveling about the State, soliciting
snbscriptions, we invited him {o go with us.  Our fimst trip was
to the south throuph Racine and Kenosha counties. Our fiest
stop was made at Raymond, in Racine county, and as I was 2
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stranger in that part of the country, and in that neighborhood,
I drove directly to the hotel kept By a man by the name of
Raymond. In face, the town was named after him, 1 informed
him who I was, and that I had a colored man with me, and
that I wanted to have a public meeting called, that the people
in his town might hear what he had to say on the snbject of
slavery. But to our astonishment, he refused to enterhkin
either of us in his house even for one night. Sol made up my
mind at once that he was a ** rock-tibbed Democrat of the first
water.””  But we were used to just such treatment, and after a
little inquiry, I found that there were several good anb-slavery
men in the neighbochooed, and messengers were sent out to give
notice to the people that a colored man was to speak that
evening at the schoolhouse. And in a very shott 'time the
school-hovse waz crowded to hear what o colored man had to
gay for his race. But beforc he commenced his speech, he
gave the old Democrat Raymond a good raking down for his
inbumanity in not giving us shelter for the night, while we were
willing to pay our bills just as other travelers did. The castiga-
tion that was administered to the Democrat Raymond by Wash-
ington had its desired effect. He threatened all sorts of vengeance
against theanti-slavery party, its promotersand the American Free-
#tsr, the organ of the party in Wiscousin,  And in the next issuc
of the paper we had a letter published, dated at Raymend, that
jpst started his hide fram the old sinner’s back We de-
nounced him as being a hard-hearted, misanthropic old tyrant
without ene redeeming quality as a geod citizen or a friend to
humanity, and gave him a raking down in peneral, and not a
drop of the milk of human kindness manifested itsclf in his
veins. When he saw the published article he just broke loose
in denunciation of the whole anti-slavery party, its members,
itz publication, and declared that he would have the publisher
and editor of the American Freeman arrested for libel,  That
would have just suited us. And he finally requested that an
article should be published in the American Freeman apologic-
ing for the slanderous article that heretofore had appeared in
that paper. But no such article was published, and the old
""rock-rooted Democrat™ finally dried up and made up his
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mind that silence was the better part of valor. Thus ended the
first lesson.  We had a good meeting at the Raymend zchool-
house and Lewis Washington made a good speech, and it had
its eflect in that part of Racine county, At the closing of the
meeting we informed the people that we had an antislavery
song which we would sing if s0 desired. In all our meetings
throughout the State we had introduced the © Liberty Minstrel
an anii-slavery song back, atid I alzse had been training Lewis
Woashington's vocal organs somewhat, so that he could give me
quitc a good deal of help in singing these songs. The song that
I selected on this accasion was;

“ Oy, e 1% 110l 1he man for me
Who huys ar aells a slave,
Nor e who will nal set him feee
But gends him ta the grayve,
Fut e wlhess noble heart heals warin
For ull men's life and liberty
Who loves alike cach human form.
Oh, that's the man for me,
Oh, that's the tan for me "

Washington had a pood heavy voice. Not very musical,
but more like a circes caliope, But he sung with a vim and
ke took down the house, And they were not satisfied with one
verse, but we had to go through the whole figure and sing the
whole lour verses.  On the last line of cach verse, ' Oh, that's
the man for me,"” Washington would open his whole battery in
thundering it qut, which had its effect on the enthuosiastic aud:-
ence.  Thus ended our first meeting.  Woe added quite largely
to our subscription Hst and made many friends that eventually
became good werking anti-slavery men and women,

Alter leaving Raymond, we toek a general tour through Ra-
cine and Kenosha counties, Racine being cur first stopping
place, which at the time was only a small village of perbaps
fifteen hundred or two thousand people. Washington spoke
there to an audience of some one thousand people, and the en-
thusiasm was unhounded, as it was a novelty to hear froma
colored man such strong words and good sens# as ha gave them.
He painted to the audience the monstrous evils gf human
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slavery, The lash being the principal agent in enforcing the
will of the inhuman master. Therefore the only safe and speedy .
remedy was the emancipation of the whole colored race in the
shortest time possible. The delay of such an action by the
-people of the North would throw additional responsibility upon
them and call dewn opon their heads the wrath of an angry and
just rod. Washington was so0 wrought up on the subject that
he had to stop and say to me, ' Me Olin let us sing the .
"Emancipation Seng.’ These people are not half awalke to the
enormity of the crime of human slavery.” The song runs thus:

“Ha, the car Emancipation
Rides majestic thiowgh ot nation,
Bearing on its train the storr
Liberty, a nation's glovy,
Rell it along, rell it along,
Eoll it along threugh the nation |
Freedom's car, emancipatiot.

" Men of varous predilections,
Frightened, run io all directions.
Merchant, editor, physiclan,
Tawyer, prieat ausd politician
Get aut of the way at every atation,
Clear the track for Timancipation.

Y Let the mlnisiers atd chorehes
Leave behind sectarian Jurches.
Jump on hoard the car of Freedem
Erc it be too late jo deed them.
Sound the alarm, pulpits thunder
Ere taa late to sec yoar hlonder.

“ Ppliticiane gered rstonished
When at firat our tell resonnded.
Frelght trains are comning, tell the foxes,
With our voles and ballot bexes
Jump for your lives, politicians
Treott yout dongerauny flse poslions.

AN irve Friends of Fmancipalion
Hasten to Freadon's Ransom Statlen ;
Duick intothe car get scated.

All is ready and completed,
Dut on the steam all aps Crving,
And the liberty flags are fiving.
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“ Railroads to Enmucip&ﬁn::
(an nol rest on Cley fonndation,
And the road that Polkc erects us
Leads to slavery and to Texus.
Pull np the rails; Emancipntion
Cen not reat on such foundetion.

* (bo, trinmphant, eec them bearing,
Through sectarisn muhbush learing,
The Lell and whistle and the steaming
Startle thouwsamds from thelr droaming.
Lonk out for the car while the bearings,
Fre the scund vour funcal knell #idgs.

U Res the peanle #1n ta mesl os,
At the depots thousnanda grect g :
All take seals with vxultation
Tp the car Emancipeiion,
Hurza! Huzzn! Fmancipation,
Soon will bless our happy nation,
Huzzn! Hogza! Huzea '™

We added quite a large list to our subacription lor the Free
man, and the contribution put sheckles in the speaker's pocket,
and alter a pood night's rest we took in Pike Grove, a larming
community, it being on the way to South Port—now Kencsha,
Pike Grove was a farming community of antl-slavery sympa-
thizers in the fullest sense of the word. I de not think at that
time that there was a Demeocrat in the neighborhood. Wash-
ington made a good speech to them, and the people were well
satisfied that a colored man could talk pocd sense on the one
sebject of benefitting the condition of the colored people of the
Southern States.  After singing an anti-slavery song the people
dispersed.  Aflter the meeting had closed, however, the people
were not disposed to vacate the school-housé until they had
shalzen hands with Washington, and had told him * God spasd ™
in his work for his colored brethren. On our arrival at South
Port we were rectived with open hearts and hands. . There wers
more anti-slavery men thore than in any other town in the ter
rtory of Wisconsin, with the exception of Waunkesha, IL
‘appears that they had heard of the colored orator, Lewis
Washington, and everybody was anxious to hear him, and the
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people were not disappointed in hearing a gcr.:d speech, There
were a good many refined and educated pecple in the town,
composed of all classes, lawyers, ministers, physicians, business
men and laboring men of all kinds. In lact almost afl of the
people were- antislavery at that time. We gave a hint to
Washington that he would have an intelligent amd crititical an-
dience there and that he must put his best foor forward and
give them the best he had.  And so he did. He, however,
asked what subject he should take up as being best adapted to
the condition of things in that part of the State.  We told him
that we thought the political aspect of the subject would per-
haps be better adapted to them than any other, as 2 large num-
ber of the best men in town had come out from the old partics
and were ready and willing to lorm a new party with a stroog
anti-slavery plank in it.  **That is a good {dea,” he said, **and
I will talk political abolition good and strong.  But,” he zays,
“ before I talk I want that song which begins *The vote, the
vote, the vote,' ' When we told him he would have to help, he
said he eould come in on the cherus good and strong,

* The wote, Lhe vote, the miphly vole,
Though onee we used an humble vote,
And praved aur setvants to o stk
We tell them now Lhey must, they muost.

* The tyrants grapple (0T vur vele,
We'll tear thetn from anr brother's thrnat,
With Washinglon wu here ngree,
The vote's Lhe weapon of the free,

" We'll geatter not We peecions power,
On parties thet to slavery eower,
But make it one pgainat the wrong
"Till dowi it comer & thillioh slrong.

“Wie'll break the dough-face with our volc
Wha atood the shame while we wrore,
And though they spurned out earneal prayer
The ballot bids them now beware.

“Ont vote ghall teach gl statesthen law,
Who In Southern harneas draw,
So woll conterited to be slaves
They vain wonld prove thelt fatler.
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“We'll not provoke oor wives to uge
A powet that comes trough fear, abuse.
His mother shail not biueh to own
Ope voter of oora for 3 gon,”

The people of Kenosha opened theiy purses in a remarkable
manner to the wants of Washingtor. They realized that he
was an active agent in the anti-slavery cause and were willing
to put their hands into their packets and pay him for his service
i hard cash and zent him on s wway rejoicing.  Our subacrip-
Lion to the Fresman wazs materially increased and we went on
oy way rejolcing in the belief that another step had been taken
in the right direction for the downfall of slavery and for the
uplifting of the colored man.

Qur next maeting was in Paria in the west patrt of Kenhoszha
county. It was a farming district and full of good, whole-
souled farmers that would always help a colored man who was
flecing from the bonds of slavery. We had an exccllent meet-
ing on a very short notice.  The school-house was full of men
and women anxious to see a colored man and hear what he had
to say, as Washington was the frst to make them a visit In
the role of a colored anti-slavery speaker. Our meeting was a
good one for the reason that there was eniire sympathy be-
tween the people and the speaker. He knew that be was tell-
ing them the truth and his hearers zeemed to drink in to the
fullest extent every word that was uottered as the truth and
nothing but the truth. After the tneeting, Washington had
quite a reception in the school-house, as everybody wanted to
shalke his hand and bid him " God speed ' in his good work.
There was scarcely a man or woman in the neighberhoed but
what insisted that he should be their guest for the night.  From
the first we had a large subscriptien in Kencsha county, whick,
in that day, was settled by Eastern pecple, and at most any
tdme I could make a trip into any of the southern counties in
Wisconsin and gather up a large number of subseriptioas for
the Frecman,

We visited several other places in the county, such as Bris-
tol, Burlington, Rochester and Caldwell's Prairle, All of these
places gave us a good hearing and encouragement in our work
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in many ways, and the most important one was that they were
willing to open their purces to the canse of the poor slave.
Also to help sustain the Freesean in its efforts to interest the
pesple on the subject of slavery.

At Burlington we had a very large and enthusiastic meeting.
Dr. E. G. Dver, one of the oldest citizens of the village, and
who so manfully helped the slave girl Caroline to cscape, was
mentdoned by Mr. Goodnow in relating his voyage as conductor
on the underground raflread to Canada, The doctor had a
medting called and made it a point to say to everybody that
they must turn out in feree, so as to give encouragement to the
speaker, becanse he was a colored man and once a slave.  We
had a little private conversation with Washington {n repard to
this meeting, and [ informed him that T knew something about
the peeple at this place and that they were above the average in
intelligence and knowledge generally on the subject of slavery.

The doctor was an educated man. A man by the name of
Perkins, although quite advanced in wears, was a8 bright az a
dollar on the subject of slavery, and hag two or three sons whe,
though much younger, were not far behind him in intellipence,
and others whose names I can not remember. Now what will
be your subject 2 It at first chilled his feelings to think that he
should appear before so eritical an audience without much prap-
aration, But finally he said he would talk on the subjeet of
frcedom in a general way. Not only for the slave, but for
cverybody ; but to cmbrace the whele human family in word
in deed, in action, and obey the voice of {rod in trying 1o lift
up all of cor fellow beings and make them free and happy. We
said to him that he had struck the right chord, and since we had
a song that bore expressly on that subject we would open the
ball with that, The title of the song was, * Be frec, O man,
be free.”  As the time had arrived lor the meeting to open we
repaired to the schoolhouse. On ouwr arrival we found the
bouse packed te the door, and we could hardly make our way
to the apeaket’s stand,  After prayer by a local minister, Wash-
ington took the stand and announced his subject.  ** But,' he
zaid, “before [ proceed with my talk Mr. Olin will sing us an anti-

44—, F. AFP.
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slavery sony bearing on the subject of my talk tonight, which
is upon the freedom of the whole human family, whether witite
or black." The words of the song were as lollows:

" The slorm winds wildly hlowing
‘The Bursting bellows meck,
Ak with thelr foam crest glowing,
They dash the sea-gir rock.
Aniid the wald cotttiolion
A rival of the sea,
A voice (s on the ocean,
‘B free O wat, e Free’

" Behold the sen brine leaping
Higl in the tnitky aiz,
List to the trumpel sweepiny
Tn chainless fury there.
What thoves th thighty tortent
And hide it fly abread,
Ot foris the ragid carrewol;
What but the volee of God?

*Then answer, is the spinit

Tegs toble o esa frae?

Irom whom dell it inhedl
The doom of slavery?

Whet mun catl bind the wilets
Thut they oo lunger rll,

Then let him forge the fetters
Tor clog the buman soal,

""Till then 8 a voicr sicaling
Trom earih and sea and ey,
And to the goul revealingr
Itz immortalicy,
r The swift aind chants the pumher
Careering o'er the sea
And earlh sroused ftom slumber”
Ee-echos, ‘Mun, be free'"

This song was an eye-opencr for tnany of the audience. It
was, no doubt, the first anti-slavery song that they had ever
heatd, and they went wild over it, and wanted more of the
same sort.  But the speaker began to talle and quiet was soon
restored.  Washington acquitted himself handsomely and
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brought out the strong points for freedom for the whole human
famaily, including the blacks as well as the whiles. Also for the
voters to leave the old parties and vote the anti-slavery ticket
until buman bondage should be denc away with throughout
the United States and the whole of Christendom. Before the
meeting closed a collection was taken for the benefit of the
speaker, and quite a good sum was added to his purse.  Neither
did the Freeman suffer for a good many valvable subscriptions.
Then they bid us good-bye and good-luck in the next town.
Or, we went from town to town in most of the southern coun-
ties in the State, and Washington gave good sarisfaction in
most places ; and especially where the leading spirits of the
towns visited were of anti-slavery character. Our tour aecu-
pivd some three weeks' time and we returned home leeding that
cur laber had not been in vain, as the people turned out in
large numbkers to welcome the man who was once a slave, to
hear of the wrongs that were constantly being porpetrated
upon the six millions ef slaves in the beavtiful land of frecdom.

Atabout this Hime, after consultation with Mr. Boath, who had
come from the East to take the editorship of the Frveman we con-
cluded that the paper should be removed to Milwaukes, as that
was & growing city, being then the largest in the State and
would give us a greater influence in 2 commercial way, thar to
continue in so small a town as Waukeshz., Finally, the change
was made and the name of the paper was also changed to the
Milwaukee Free Democrzt. My, Booth came from Connecti-
cut and was a graduate of Yale College, and had formerly
edited the Christian Freesnan, an anti-slavery paper. He was
a strong anti-slavery man, and had becn all his life. This was
. In 1847, The first issve of the Milwaulkee Free Democrad was
issued May z4, 1847, under the firm name of Olin & Booth,
Mt Booth being the editor. From that time on the Free
Lemocrat prospered.  Its circulation largely increased, and the
pecple throughout the State had confidence in the principles it
advocated. Mr, Ichabod Codding, whom we have spoken of
before, was still in the field and a strong anti-slavery advocate.
He also came from Connecticut.  (Sece portrait.)
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This was our last trip with Washington. He had so [ar
become acquainted with the State and with the anti-slavery
element, that he could make some trips on his own aeeount in
the more northern counties—which he was glad to do.

His mcetings were usually well attended, and the people to
whom he spoke gave liberally, and he was enabled to make
some trips with fair success. Finally, he concluded he would
travel up in the nerthern part of the State and see if he could
not find a piece of land that would suit him te settle upon.
He found such a piece near Prescott, in Pierce county. Then
he clesed his relations with the Freewan and the anti-slavery
cause, and became a smzll farmer in the northem portion of the
State,

We found in the removal of the Amertcan Freeman to Mil-
waukes that we had increased responsibilities, as our field was
greatly enlarged.  We were in quite a large commerclal eity
and were expected to make and larnish a very difierent paper
than we could do in 50 small a place as Waukesha, The circw-
lation of the paper became quite large and its influence was felt
in all parts of the Northwest, but more especially in the State
of Wisconsin, The next six years was occupied in building up
the reputation of the Free Democrat, the namec of the paper
having been changed from the Ameerfcax Freeman while in Wau-
kesha. Messrs, Dooth aud Codding made frequent visits to dif
ferent parts of the 5tate in the intcrcst of the paper and the
anti-slavery cause in general. Public opinion was being more
and more actcd upon in the right direction for the utter aboli-
tion of American stavery, as both of the old parties were being
influenced to take a mere decided action in regard to the sub-
jeet of human bondage. No doubt the Feer Pemocyar had more
to do with moulding public opinion for the full and complete aboli-
tion of American slavery than any other paper in the North-
west. It was ably cdited, as Mr, Baoth was a thoroughly edu-
cated man and zealous lor the perpetuation of the principle of
which he was such a strong advecate, and the people could not
help but see that the time was now coming when the shackles
must falt from the limba of the slaves and they would po free.
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THE MEMORABLE YEAR OF 1354

In 1834 we had another very exciting circumstance that
came upatt as very suddenly. Really it was of more import-
ance to the ant-slavery cause than that of Caroline Quarrles, the
remembrance of which still cemains in the minds of the prople ol
Wisconsin, It was the arrest and imprisonment of Joshua Glover,
the fugitive slave that had escaped from 5t. Louis, He was
captured by his master in Racine, brought to Milwankee and
thrown Into jail without warrant or authority of any kind. LEven
the United States Marshal for the State of Wisconsin lent him-
self to the dishonorable act of going personally to Racine and
capturing Glover while at work trying to carty an honest living,
Yes, and further, the United States Marshal had the sanction of
the United States Judge, Miller, who was a Virginian by birth
and & strong advocate of slavery. Of course Glover resisted and
force had to he used to bring him under aubjection, and he was
brought to the Milwaukee jail covered with dirt and blood.
This was on Friday, and the Unitad States authorities refuzed to do
anything for the poor, panting fugitive, with a1l his bruises and
bloody clothing still on his back, until the next Monday morn-
ing. But there was still some humanity in Milwaukee, and a
few resolute men said the law shonld be wvindicated; that
Glover must and should have a fair aod impartial hearing at
once, ‘The sequel shows what was done. Greck met Greel
and our side won, The lollowing natrative explains all, How
Joskua Glover became 2 free man and thanked God.  But the
five or six yeara of vexatious law-suits that followed the rel=ase
of Glover was a disgrace to our government and the ruin, finan-
cially, of some good citizens of Wisconsin.

THE JOSHUA GLONVER RESCUE AND TTS RESULTS.

There are indeed but few events upon record in the history
of the Tinjted Statcs, between the revolytion and the rebellian,
that stirred the public mind mare deeply, brought into question
a more important principle or raised the populace to a2 more
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dangerons frenzy than the never-to-be forgpotten *' Glover Res
cue,” and the war upen 5, M. Booth, the main instigator of
said rescue,

The name &f Shermnan M, Booth was one of the most [a-
miliar in history. He was onc of the original anti-slavery men
in the country, and believed that almost any means was juati-
fiable in the work of wiping out the system of humanr bondage
30 long existing in the United States. He fought for what he
believed and what all the world now acknowledges to be rght,
and attempted to arganize power enpugh to gain the desived
end by helping to found a political party on the principles of
right and justice. His cnemies, whe mobbed Elisha P. Love-
joy, threw his press into the Mississippi river at Alton, Jlinois,
and then shot him to death and dragged Wm. Lloyd Garrison
through the streets of Boston, were as bitter against him and
persecuted him as ruthlessly and incessantly.  Mr. Booth was
induced to come to Wisconsin by the State Liberty Publication
Aassociation te take charge ol their newspaper, the dmercan
Fregmean, which had been removed lrom Waukesha to Milwaus
kee. He arrived in April, 1347, and from that day until Fresi-
dent Lincoln sent forth his Emancipation Proclamation, newver
was silent for 4 day on the subject of human slavery. He was
a graduate of Yale College, and had edited the Chrmstrgn Free-
man, at New Haven, Connecticut, with great suceess, being
helped in this enterprise by the great reformer and lecturer,
Ichabod Codding. Mr. Booth always aided the escape of fugi-
tive slaves, but had not been akle to stir up the country throegh
its entire length and breadth entil the arrest of Joshua Glover,
who was an alleged fugitive slave, laboring in a mill in Racine,
Wiscomsin, in the Spring of 1344.

A slave-owner pamed Garland, from Missouri, chtained a
guide at Racine who directed him to the place where Glover
was staying, and he was arrested as a runaway slave from St
Louis. In making the arrest, Glover was frightfully abused
end maltreated, although it was declared by ewe-witnesses that
he made no resistance whatewer, He was thrown intoa wagon,
hali’ conscious and bleeding, and wae brought at once o Mil-
waukee, March 11, 1844, At goo A, ., March 11, 854,
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Mr. Booth received a telegram from the mayor of Racine that
a2 negro named Joshua Glover had been kidnaped ocar that
city by Deputy Marshal Cotton the night previcus, and asking
him if a warrant had been issued for that purpose, On inquiry
Marshal Cotton denied all knowledge of the trtansaction. Bat
Judge Miller, a pro-slavery United States Judge of the first
water, said there had been a warrant issued, and no doubt he
would be brought before him for examination. The judge ex-
patiated on the liability of the mrarshal should the slave escape,
and hoped there would be ne excitement.  Mr. Bogth saw the
judge and said:  ** We want a fair and open trail for the fugi-
tive slave and that he be permitted to bhave counsel” Mr
Booth soon learned that Glover had arrived in Milwagkee and
wais in the county jail all bruised and bloody and bore marks of the
. most inhuman and brutal treatment.  He at once obtained a sad-
dle horse and rode up and down the streets crving at the top of his
voice, *' Ho, to the rescue! Ho, to the rescue! Ho, to the
rescue.”  Of course the people became excited and inguired
what was the trouble that so much noise should be made on
the sireets, and on explanation of the cause became more ex-
cited and immediately repaired to the jail to see for themselves
what was going on and to prevent, if possible, the spinting
away of the colered man, Glover, without a legal hearing,  In
the meantime Mr. Booth had returned to the jail with some five
hundred citizens, Writs of habeas corpus were issued on beth
the marsha! and sherif.  About this time a dispatch was
received from Racine stating that a [arge meeting had been
held and strong resolutions passed in regard to a United States
Marshal coming inte their midst and Lidnaping a citizen with-
out legal process, or vven having an examination before their
owri authorities. On reception of this news from Racine, the
public became more and more excited. There was an im-
promptu meeting held and Dr, E. B. Wolcott was appointed
Chairman and A, E. Biefeld Secretary. Mr. Booth explained
to the thousand or more people that & second meeting had been
called at Racine in which the people pledged themselves te do
their utmost to rescue Glover by habeas corpus and secure a
fair and impartial trial by jury. Speeches were made, a vigil-
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ance committee was appeinted of twenty-fve to wait on Sheri
Fage and ascertain il he would obey a writ of habeas corpus.
After doing this, the meeting adjourned to meet at the ringing
of the bella. At 300 r. W, the sheril made returns that Glover
was not in his possession but in the hands of the United States
Marshal. A writ was at once served upon United States Mar-
shal Cotton, aud a committee, of which C. K, Watkins was
chairmean, waited on Judge Miller to see if he would ohey the
wtit, The judge pompously informed him that he would not
do so; that Glaver would remain In jail until ro:00 A w. on
Monday, when he would be brought before him ot a hearing.

At 500 P M., 2 hundred delegates from Kacine arrived,
hcaded by the sheriff of the county, with 2 warrant for tha
arrest of Garland and United States Marshal Cotton for assault
and hattery on Glover. They landed at the steamboat wharf
and marched to the county jail. The bells were ringing and
ihe people assembled in large numbers. Mr, Booth explained
to the Kacine delagation what had been done and denounced
the * Fugitive Slave Act.” But he cautioned the people against
violence, Mr. Watkins reported thar Judge Miller had des
cided that the writ of habras corpus should not be obeved and
that no earthly power should take Glover from the jail before
Monday. Mr. Watkins said it was an outrage to keep Glover in
juil over the Sabbath without medical aid, as he had been badly
assaulted, maimed and covered with bleod by the cruel treat-
ment of Garland and the United Stetes Marshal Cotton ) that
there were times when the people must take the law into their
own hands, but whether the present was such a time the people
tnust judge, He would give no advice on that point.  After a
comference of the vigilance committee with the Racine delega-
tion it was decided 1o report at the Ameriean House, take tea
and consult as to the best course to be puarsued, Mr. Booth
made this announcement publicly, when the crowd made a
rush for the jail.  On arriving there, 2 demand was made for
the keys of the jail of the undersheriil of the jail, 5. 5.
Conover, But the request was denied, whereupon, about twenty
strong and resolute men seized 2 large timber some aight or
ten inches square and twenty feet long and went for the jail
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door] bumb, bumb, bumk, and down came the jail door and
out came Glover.  Abeout this ime, the United States Marshal
made his appearance upon the scene, and a rescuc was attempted
from thosc who had Glover in their possession, and for about
twenty minates or half an hour the devil was to pay. Glover
was well kept in hand by his rescuers from the jail 10 Wisconsin
street, about one thousand people following in the wake.
Sometimes it seemed as though the marshal and sheriff's posse
would resene him from the angry populace, but on they went
from Wisconsin street to Fast Water street, and down East
Water street to what was then called Walker's Point bridge,
while the crowd was constantly increasing. But the victory
was for the rescucrs,  On arriving at the bridge, John A, Mes-
senger, a Demodcrat, came along and wanted to know what was
up. ** What fs this [arge crowd in search of,” was his inguiry.
After being told, he =aid, ** Put that man into my buggy,” and
no guicker said than done, and away he went with 1he whele
posse of the United States Government in his wake, But he
had a fleet and strong horse. He took a westerly course out
of the city toward Waukesha, but he mcandered on severzl
roads, here and there, 30 that the slave-honters on his track
gave up the chase and exclaimed, ‘' Lost, lost, lest.” Mr,
Messenger continued his journey until he arrived at Waukesha,
as that was considered the surest avenue of escape for all fugi-
tives from slavery. When he arrived at Waukesha, his horse
was pretty well used up, as the roads were heavy and he had
been pursued for some distance by men on horseback and even
by men on loot, so that he had to put bis horse at the top ol
hiz speed to escape such 2 hungry and anxious crowd,

“Jehn A. Messenger was born at Egremaont, Berlshire
county, Massachuscits, in 1810, and came to Milwaukee in
1836. He had studied for the practice of medicine, but being of
active, energetic turn of mind he left the® slawer ways of pro-
fessional life and entercd into real estate sperations.

“Jle purchzsed on the west side of Kilbaarmtown and be-
gan making improvements, saying that the west side had more
high and dry land and more room for devclopment than any
other quarter of the city. Mr. hessenger carly began the
manufactuge of bricks, and to contract for bullding public and
private edifices, Mr. Messenger was a generous, warm-hearted,



LVIII

impulsive man. No onc ever applied to him in vain for charity.
In potitics, he was a staunch Democrat, but his name will be
forever green in histery in connection with the rescue of Joshua
Glover, an alleged escaped slave, He took the escaped slave
in hiz carriage 2nd drove him from Milwaukes o Whaukesha,
where a band of anti slavery men relieved him of his charpe.
In mentioning this drive, and Mr. Messenger's death soon
after, one of his biographers wrote: * When the cxcitement
of the ride waz over, and Mr, Messenger had time to think
over the events just passed through, into which he had been
drawn by his humane impulses, he was nearly overwhelmed
with anxiety.” He was a Democrat and had violated the
‘Fugitive Slave Act.”  If discovered, he would be punished,
His only hope ol escaping punishment for this crime was that
in the ride from Milwavkee to Waukesha he had not been reg-
ognized except by friends.  In order, therefore, to better cover
his tracks, he drove at once from Waukesha to Racine, at
which place he had friends with whom he remained over night,
Those friends were alarmed by his strange actions, Mr, Mes-
senger was naturzlly light hearted and jovial, but that night he
was gloomy and silent.  He paced the floer all night and re-
fused to eat or drnk. On his returning to Milwaukee he
found the excitement running at itz highest pitch. The slave
sympathizers were eager to catch any one who had aided
Glover's escape, and the slave-owner was herce it his demands
for legal and summary redress. However, Mr. Messenper
escaped punishment, but his death, which oceurred soon after, |
August 7, 1354, was said by his riends to have been hastencd
by the mental suffering lrom the part he took in the Glover
rescue, or rather resulting from his fear of the consequences.”

- But he arrived late at night. His knowing W. D. Bacon
was an abolitionist, he went direct to his hanse, which was
where the Spring City Hotel is now located, in the village of
Waukesha, It was thonght best to keep Glover, whose hair
was still covered with blood and his clething dirty and torn
from maltreatment received at Racine, hidden in their village,
%0 Vernon Tichenor, W, D, Holbrook, Charley Blackwell and
cthers were ecalled in for consultation.  Two things were neces-
sary : a safe place and a reliable man. Firally, Vernon Tichenor
went across the fields in the mud and darkness to the house of
Moses Tichenor, his father, about two miles south of the village,
and aroused him from bed.  Mr. Tichenor at once consented to
take charge of Glover. On his return, Vernon Tichenor was
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chosen to act as gulde in conducting Glover teo his father's
heuse. On arriving there, Mr. Tichenor saw several persons
in the dim light at his father’s house, and instinctively drew
back, thinking that Glover had been followed ; but on looking
more closely, he saw W. D Bacen and W. D. Holbrock, whe
had kept silenty along to see that the fugitive was not captured,
Glover was hidden in Mr. Tichener's barn until C. C. Olin Fad
returned from Milwaukee and made arrangements to carry him
back to Racine, where only a few days before he bad been
captured by United States Marshal Cottan and the slave-owner,
Garland, from St. Louis.

There was great rejoicing in Racine when the people found
that Glover had escaped from the U, 5, Marshal Cotten in
. Milwaukee, and was taken in a round-about way to Waukesha,
by John A, Messenger and thence to Racing in the night time
by the way of Rochester, by C. C, Olin. At this time of the
vear, March, 1854, the roads were very muddy and rough, but
Mr. Olin, knowing the country pretty well, went directly to
Muskego Center, where ke struck the Milwavkee and’ Janes-
ville plank road, and from there on he found good
sailing. He had a2 fleet team, and about three hours
from leaving Waukesha he was before the door of R, E.
Ely, at Rachester. * Hello,” he asys, “who comes thera?”
DA friend, C. C, Olin, from Waukesha," was the reply. Se
out came Mr. Ely, We knowing him well, he said: <" Well,
what has called you here ar this time in the night? " T said,
“'I have a precious load. 1 have a colored man by the name
of Joshua Glover, whe is assuming to be an American citizen
and is fleeing from the grasp of the promoters and abettors of
the fugitive slave law. They had him arrested only a few
days since in Kacine, taken to Milwaukee, and without the least
shadow of law put him in the county jail, and were determined
to return him to slavery under the infamous lugitive slave code.
But a few dctormined men, 5, M, Booth being the ring-leader,
was as determined that this thing shou!d not be done. A
po=se was rafzed in the city, the jail door was demelished and
the slave taken to Waukesha and is here in my wapon,
and by the help of such men as you, sir, I am bound for Racine,
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where those infamous sconndrels fonnd him at work as a peace-
able citizen. Now, sir, I want your team, as yon zee mine look
g little jaded, as we bave been only a little over three hours
coming (rom Waukesha.” *' Hawve a feam.” says Mr. Elyp.
“Yes, and here is fve dollars to go with it.” Mr. Ely says,
I3 this not glorious that these slave hunters ean be thwarted
it their vile attempt to send a poer human being back into hu-
man bondage " Mr, Ely got out the team and hitched them
to Mr. Olin's wagon.

In the meantme we had taken Clover into the house, as
Mr. Ely and wife wanted to sez him, and after a hot cup of
tea and lunch, we started on the underground rallroad, as we
had done from Waukesha. We met with no resistance on our
way. Atabout 7 o'clock a. M., we deposited Joshua Glover -
at the house of the Rev. M. P. Kinney, a Congregational
minister there, to be protected by the good people of Racine
until some safe means could be provided tosend him to Canada,
It was a fitting place for him to return to, as only 2 few days
before he was at work as a quiet, industrious citizen, trying to
enjoy the rights and privileges of a citizen, when he was
pouniced upon by a Scuthern slave.cwner and hunter, and
aid given by a United States Marshal, which our government
ought to be ashamed of, and deprived of his likerty. But the
citizens of Racine saw justice done. Glover was scot In a few
days to the land of freedom, never more to be a slave or recap-
tured. O March 15, lour days after Glover was recaptured,
5. M. Booth was publicly burned in effigy by these whe favored
the slavery party. The house of W. D. Bacon, at Wauakesha,
refetred to as the one in which the fugitive parsed the first
night after escaping lrem the Milwaukee jail, and in which he
received food and medical aid, now forms a portion of
the famous Spring City Hotel. In 1873 Judge Miller, wha
did everything in his power to deliver Glover over to his mas-
ter and secure the punishment of Booth and Rycraft, visited
this room in the Spring City Hotcl, in company with Salmon
P. Chase. He then admitted that twenty years had modified
his opinion of slave-holding and slave-hunting, and that mere
loyalty to party was often stronger than their love for the ight.
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To returmm to the acene in Milwaukee, Sheriff Morrison, of
Racine, arrested (GGarland the satne evening (March 11, 1854),
t'::r assault and hattery on Glover. Judge Miller issued a wric
of habeas corpus on the sherfl, and on Monday iollowing he
discharped Garland on a hearing, deciding that until Garland
executed his writ and obtained his slave he could not be inter-
fered with by legal power lrom this State and that “in the exe-
cution of his slave warrant he was justified in using any vio-
lence, even to the taking of lifs, if necessaty, to sccure his
slave, and that no State power could interrupt such violence.”
On the 15th day of March Mr. Booth was first arrested by
Marshal Abelman and brought belore United States Commis-
sioner WinhAeld Smith.  The examination was postponed dll
the 215t of March, when,after three days' examination and trial,
he was held in the sum of $2,000, Dr. Chas. E. Wonderly becom-
ing his bail, to answer any bifl of indictment prepared against
him at the July term of the United States District Congt. On
the 25th of March Mr. Booth was sued by Benj. 5. Garland, of
Missourd, for the value of his slave and damages claimed of
fz,000, ]. E. Arncld, counsel for the plaintif. Scon after this
Mr. Booth was surrendered. A writ of habeas corpus was
pranted by Judge A. D. Smith, of the State Supreme Court,
and after arpument of the case he was discharged on the
grounds: Firstly, that the commitment was insufficient; sec-
ondly, that the Fugitive Slave Act ol 1350 was uncanstitutional,
because Congress had no power to legislate for the recapture ot
fugitive slaves, and because that act annuls the writ of habeas
corpus and the right of trial by jury., The case was appealed to
the full bench of the Suprome Court at the July term, and after
a very full and able argument the court unanimously affirmed
the order for his discharge. Dot Justice Crawlord dissented
and Chief Justice Whiton concurred in the opinion of Justice
Smith, that the Fugitive Slave Act was unconstitutional, In
the meantime the United States District Court was in session
and a bill of indictment had been found against 5. M, Booth
and others, Booth was artested in July, the next day after his
return from Madison, He offered the same person, Dr. Won-
detiy, as hail, but the judge reinzed to acccpt him {though he
ofierad to qualify in twenty minutes the sum demanded), on the
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ground that the doctor had before taken as surety, Mr. Booth
declined to give other bail, went to jail and again applisd to the
Supreme Court fer 2 writ of habeas corpus, which was denied
on the ground that United States jurisdiction had attached and
that comity required the State Court to presume that the Dis-
trict Court, on hearing, would pronounce the Fugitive Slave
Act unconstitutional and discharge him, and that it could not
interfere while the case was pending in the Federal Court.

The news of the refusal of this wrt caused much excite-
ment, and a raid on the jail was apprehended. Marshal Abesl-
man went to Booth in his cell and offered to accept the
same’ bail which Judge Miller had refused, 2nd orged the
matker with some pertinacity, offering to go alter Dr. Won.
derly himself. Finally, Booth consented, and was released at
£ o'clock Saturday evening, having been in prison ten days and
gix hours. A special term of tha United States District Coort
was held on November 20, for the purpose of trying the Glover
rescue cases, but Mr. Booth being confined by a severe attack
of typhoid lever had his case postponed. John Rycraft, how-
ever, indicted with him for the same offense, was tried and con-
victed, At the January term Mr. Booth was put on trial
The motion of his counsel that the indictment should be aet
aside on the ground, as was shown by the affidavits of four
witnesses, that two of the Grand Jury which had indicted him
were strongly prejudiced against the defendant, and cxpressed
themselves in favar of his convictien, was overruled, The trial
lasted five days, and was mariced by a very bitter spirit against
the defendant, the District Attorney being aided by one of Mr.
Booth's strongest and most virulent personal and political
enemies, The unfairness of the judge was the subject of
general comment by the press and pecople.  Under his instruc-
tions, the jury brought in a verdict at g o'clock Saturday night,
after deliberating seven hours, of not guilty on the first three
counts of resisting United States power, and guilty on the last
two counts of aiding Joshua Glover to escape. The judge
charged the jury that this fact alone, that Mr. Booth drew and
presented to the meeting in the court-house the following
resnlutions, was enough to convict him:
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€0 Resodved, As citizens of Milwaokee, that every person has
an indefeasable right to a fair and impartial ‘trizl by jury on all
quecstions involving personal liberty,

" Resofped, That the writ of habeas corpus is the pgreat
defense of freedom, and that we demand for this prisoner, as
well a5 {or sur own protection, that this sacred wrot shall be
cheyed.

" Resolved, That we pledge cuarselves to stand by this pris-
oner atd do our utmost to secure for him a fair and impartial
trial by jury.”

The sentiment of the press and people in regard to the trial
was faitly expressed by the Milwaukee Semtened, as follows :

** The manner in which the trial has been conducted has
shocked the public sense of right and outraged the love for
fair play. The impaneling of the grand and pe'tit jurors was
a mockery of justice, and il acquiesced in establizhes the right
of the United States officers to select whom they please for
that purpose, or, in plain phrase, to pack whenever it svits them,
The leanings of the court, too, were evidently against the de-
fendant, and mixed up with the professional zcal which ani-
mated the prosecution was more of personal vindictiveness
toward Mr. Booth, than became them as the United States
cowt."”

It was said the jurors understoed that the coure and not the
United States was the prosecutar, and the following preamble and
resolution were adopted by three of them in order to set them-
selves right before the public:

“ WHEREAS, The jurors who were sworn fo decide in the
case in the United States District Court and Sherman MM,
Bouth lor giding and abetting in the esrape of Glover on the
11th of March, 1854, have adopted and most cheerfully pub-
lish the lollowing resclution

" Resohved, That while we fee] bound ourselves by a salemn
oath to perform a most painful duty in declaring the defendant
guilty aof the above charge, and thus making him suffer the penal-
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ties of a croel and odicus law, yet, atthe same time in g0 doing,
we declare that he performed a benevolent and humane act,
and we thus record our comdémmation of the * Fugitive Slave
Law,” and earnestly commend him to the clemency of the
conrt.
“(Signed)

*Geo. F. AvsTin.

“ Daven PaELr.

YWy Frukree."

SMuwavreg, January 13, 855"

On the 15th of January motions were made for arreat of judg-
ment and for a new trial, on the ground of insufficiency of the
indictment and proof, and the prejudice of jurors. To sustain
this position the affidavits of cight responsible wimesses were
offered, proving that twa of the jurars that convicted him had
declared previous to the tral thar Mr. Booth cught to be con-
victed and punished to the fullest possible axtent.  But the mo-
tions, after argument, were overruled, and on the 23d day of
January, Mr, Bocth was sentenced to one month's impriscnment
and to pay a fine of #1,000, and $461.01 costs, and to be im-
prisoned until this fing and costs were paid, Mr, Rycraft, whe
had been convicted of the same offense, was sentenced at the
same time to ten (10) days imprisonment and to pay a fine of
f200 Both were immediately taken to the county jail amidat
the greatest possible excitemnent, The news of this sentence pro
duced almeost an uncontrellable commotion and indignation in
the city and throughout the State, and meetings, numerously at-
tended were beld everywhere in the country, pledging the
sympathy and help of the peaple to save the convicted men from
pecuniary loss, An application was again made to the Supreme
Court for 2 writ of habeas corpus, which was graated, and on
Monday, the zgth of Jatnuary, at suntise, the prisoners, in charge
of the sheriff and precedad by a band or music and accompanied
by their counsel, were escorted by a large number of their
friends, amid the firing of cannons and the ringing of church
bells to the railroad depot to take the cars for Madizon, where
court was m session, Un Saturday, February 3, after a full
hearing, the Supreme Court unanimously discharged them, on
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the ground that ne offense was charged against them in the in-
dictment. Justices Whiton and Smilh thus formed opinions
hoiding the fogitive slave law or act unconstitutional and void.

Thiz decision was hailed with acclamation by the Repub-
lican press through the 5tate, and was respended to by a
considerable portion of the Democeatic press of this State.
Meetings were numercysly held and resolutions passed pledg-
ing the support of the people to the decision of the Supreme
Court, and mass a State convention of the more radical partion
was held in this city, and a Rescue Fund Committes appointed
to raise money to defray the expenses of the slave trials in the
past, and any that might come up in the future. About two-
thirds of the expenses of the wrial was made by contributions,
the balance was paid by the prisoners, The general feeling of
the press and the peoaple was well axpressed by the Milwaukee
Sentingd, of February 6, 1855, at the close of a graphic and
spirited review of the Glover rescue tdals, written by Ruofus
King, as follows: *fSo stands the case to-day. Messrs. Booth
and Bycraft, by the fiat of our State Court, have been cleared
from their fines and Imprisonment, te which the Federal Court
had subjected them. The Fugitive Slave Act bas again been
pronounced unconstitutional and void by the Supreme Tribunal
of the State. The great writ of liberty has been sostained. The
threatening siege of slavery aggression has been stayed in its
course. The birthright of Wisconsin's youngest and fairest
offspring of the immortal ordinance of 1787 has been nobly win-
dicated,

“*Slavery or involuntary servitude, except for crime, can
not and will not be tolerated within her borders. Kidnaping
finds no favor with her courts, no protection in her jails, no
_¢ountenance among her people. Wisconsin is and will remain
a Free State, and while she claims no desire ta intermeddle in
the domestic affairs of her sister sovercignties, she will at least
assert and exercise at all imes, and at any hazard, the power
to protect her own citizens, and to matntain and drefend in all
their intcgrity the writ of habeas corpus and the right of trial

by jury.”

5—a. F. AFF.
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The Supreme Court also instructed its clerk to deny to the
Tnited States District Court the right to review the decision in
this case, The State Suprerme Court also refused to send up
the papers on a writ of error te the United States District
Court. At the judicial election held that year Crasmus Cole
was choscn Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, over Jus-
tice Crawford, by an official majority of 7,148, no returns hav-
ing heen received from the counties of Chippewa, Daor, Daug-
lass, Jackson, Kewannee, LaCresz and Polk. The sole izsue
was the constitutionality or unconstitutionality of the Fugitive
Act. This was 2 tremendous majority for those days. At the
April term of the United States District Court the suit of Gar-
land and Boath, for the value of Glover, came on, and after a
trial of lour days the jury disagreed and were discharged, hav-
ing been out fifty-two and one-half hours. The trial was char-
acterized by greater windictiveness on the part of the gourt and
prosecution, if possible, than on the criminal suit, The Mil-
wavukee Semimef said: * The judge’s charge was wvery strong
against the defendant, even more pointed than the argument of
complainant's couneil.” At the July term, held at Madison,
the case came up azain for trial, and after a three days contest
tesulted in a verdict against Mr. Booth of 1,000 and costs,
The Madison Siafe fowrnal said of the judge's charge: *“The
charge of the judge to the jury transcended any of his former
effarta in that line, if possible. We have heard but one ex-
pression from thusc who listened to it. It left the jury no
choice, providing they heard it, but te bring in a verdict against
the defendant. - It seems even more partial toward Gatland, the
slave-hunter, than did the argument of his feed attorney.

The Republican legislative caucns which neminated [udge
Doolittle for Unitcd States Senator, January 18, 1857, adopted
strong State’s Rights resclutions endorsing the Keatucky and
Virginia resolutions of 1758, and concluding with the follow-
ing:

" Respioed, That in the application of these principles, wo
held it an imperative duty ta stand frmly by the Supreme
Court in asserting the rights of the State tribunals to procure
final judgment in all cases involving the reserved rights of the
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State in declaring the ! Fugitive Slave Law ' uncenstitutional,
and in shielding ali the inhahitants of the State from the exe-
cution of unconstitutional enactments without right of review by
any federal tribunal.”

It the winter of 1858—"g, the United States Supreme Court
assumed jurisdiction of the case of Mr, Booth without the papers
or a certified copy of the recerd, and pmn’:eedei:l to review the
decision of the Wisconsin State Court and send down its rc-
mitter requiring it to review its former judgment, discharg-
ing Mr. Booth from imprisonment and te remand him into
federal custody. This the Wisconsin Supreme Court refused
to do, denying the appellate jurisdicHon of the Lnited States
Supreme Court over it pending. After the decision of the
Supreme Court at Washington, the legislature, in March, 1858,
passed joint rezolutions densuncing the action of the United
Statcs Supreme Court, sustaining the decision of the State
Supreme Court and recommended resistance as the eniy avail
able and thorefore rightful remedy, They had the sanction of
cvery Republican vote in both houses and the approval of the
Governor of the State.

In April, 1359, the judirial elecdon again torned solaly on
thig issue.  Byron Paine, who had been Mr. Booth’s counscl
in the rescue case, being a candidate for Associate Justice
against Wm. P. Lynde, was elected over him by a small
majotity. In connection with the rescue trials the name of
Byron Paine is deserving of special menticn. Mr. Booth could
have had for his counsel such men as John 1. Hale, Charles
Semner, 5. P, Thase.  But after mature deliberation he chose
Mr, Paine, then not more than a youth. The curly haired, fair
laced yeung barrister was chosen for the astonizhing knowledge
of the laws and doctrines of State Rights which he had dis.
played in an exhaustive article on that subject. His perform-
ance in court was deelared to have been wonderful ior eloquence,
bearing and argument upon the lawa governing the case,

In February, 185g, the U. S Marshal levied upon Mr.
Booth's cylinder press and steam engine to satisly the judgment
of Garland. The press and cngine sald for 175, and in Apeil the
Marshal made another levy on the printing office to satisfy the
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halance of the judgment. Mr. Booth replevined his property
in the Circuit Court and recovered them. (Garland appealed to
the State Supreme Court, and on March 1, 1860, Mr. Booth was
apain arrested by U, 5. Marshal Beaver, on his way home from
the railroad depeot, and was conhned in the U, 5. Custom FHouse
in this city. His counsel applied for a writ af habeas corpus,
but as Justice Paine dechned to act, on account of having been
Booth's counsel befare his Aest discharge, and as Chief Justice
Dixon had decided the Fugitive Slave Act constimtional the
court was equally divided, and the application failed,  Another |
applicabon was imade, on the ground that there was no au-
thority of law for imprisoning him in the Custom House: but
Judge Diixon decided that this averment should Lave been made
in the Arst application, and again refused the writ. While Mr
Booth was lying in jail, Edward Danmiels, of Ripon, who had
been State geologist, and who snon after, as Colonel, raised the
first regiment of cavalty, consulted with O. II. LaGrange, after-
ward a Colonel and Superintendent of U, 5. Mint at San Fran-
cisco, Cal., as to what showld be done. They, with others, ma-
tured plans, which Mr. Daniels submitted to Chatles Sumner.
The substance of those plans were, that if Booth shonld be de-
nied any of the privileges usually granted to prisoners under
arrest for any alleged offense, a bedy of men shonld rescue him
from persccution, Sumner indorsed them. Therelore, on the Tast
day Daniels and LaGrange proeeeded to Milwaukee and made da.
liberate preparations to rescue Mr, Booth, take him from the Cus
tom House and flee with him into the country.. The time set [or
this hymane act was Aug. 1, 1860, atnoon. At about this time
Messrs. Daniels and LaGrange left the Frer Democraz office, being
armed to the teeth, went directly to the Custnm House, Cn reach-
ing the first story they came in contact w th a guard, who said,
“ Who comes there?’ and by the time these words were out of
his mouth he was told to move on up the stairs or he would be
a gone sucker, and on seeing that the intruders meant business
he moved double quick for the next flight. On arriving at the
top of the next fAight of stairs they encountered another guard,
but he was also told to keep perfectly quiet and unleck the
door to Mr. Booth's room, which was done without any resist-
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ance, whatever. Mr. Rooth was invited to follow his leader,
which was done without much regret, and the twoe guards
were told to take the place of Mr. Booth and to kecp quict at
the peril of their lives. After this was done, and they were
behind locked and barred doors, Mr. Booth and the two trusted
frends, Danicls and LaGrange, sought the street as soon
as possible.  They made ther way across Grand Avenue bridge
and out of sight of the peopie &5 soon as possible.  Mr. Booth
and his friends proceeded north from Milwaukee, and reached
Waupun, where they stayed three days. On August 4th they
passed on te Kipon, the heme of Daniels and LaGrange, under
. an armed escort from Waupun, Notice that he would speak
in the city hall at Ripon was sent cut, and in the evening the
bailding and surrounding streels were filled, The meeting was
duly otganized by electing Wm. Starr, 2 prominent public
man, chairman, and C. J. Allen, who once edited the Milwau-
kee Dasly Life, as secretary.

When Mr. Booth appeared to speak he was greeted with such
applause as no other man had ever received in that city, He
had proceeded for some time with his spcech te the dense
throng when Depuaty Marshal Francis D. MeCarty, now a resi-
dent of Milwaukee, arrived from Fon du Lac and, appearing
suddenly on the platformi saidd: I have a warrant for the ar-
rest of Mr. Booth.” MeCarty barely sueeceded in laying onc
hand on Mr. Booth when he was thrust away by the crowd amid
deafening shouts of ** Shoot him ! ™ “ Kill him ! " ¥ Hang him | "
A scene of intense and indescribable confusion and excite-
ment followed, during which MeCarty was hustled out of the
hall by the enraged people and kicked and beaten dawn the
stairs to the street.  He escaped by entrenching himeself in the
“Maper House.” When order had been restored a resolution
was affered by A. E. Bovey: “Resobed, That S. M. Booth
shall not be rearrested in Ripon.” This was adopted amid
deafening shouts and hurrahs. A league of freedom was
formed to protect Mr. Booth from the federzl officials. The
Vigilance Committee, which was headed by O. H. LaGrange,
Edward Daniels, A. E. Bavey, Dana Lamb, A. B. Pratt and
others hardly less promincnt, among them Asa Kinney, one
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of Milwaukce's carliest settlers and best known citizens, they
soccecded {n evading the deputy marshal or in overpower-
ing him. Mr. Booth was removed from Ripon to Dartford, a
small place about six miles west of Ripon, where he was
secreted for several weeks, But his secretion becamec somc-
what irksome, and as the excitement had in the meantime died
away, he ventured to go to Berlin and was there several days
before it came to the ears of the Federal Court and United
States Marshal of his whereabouts. But steps were soen taken
if possible to have him rearrested and punished. October 8,
Mr. Booth was arrested an the streets of Berlin and immedi-
ately taken to a special train, and in less than five hours was
again in the third story of the Custemn House in the city of
Milwaulee,

A few days later Colonel Daniels was arrested by the
United States Marshal and taken before Judge Andrew G. Mil-
ler, at Milwaukee, and the worst pro-slavery judge that this
country ever saw, as it was his custom in all fugitive slave cazes
to return them to their task-masters without as much as a lock
of sympathy for the poor down-trodden slave.

When asked by the judge to plead, he arose and declared
he did whar was right. He acknowledged the charges against
him. He had acted with lorethonght after mature deliberation,
but had committed no crime. He then proceeded to justily
what he had done, warning the court that it would be repeated
if having an opportunity, and making a most eloquent but
scathing atlack on Judge Miller and all who aided, upheld or
sympathized with the spirit and provisions of the infamous
Fugitive Slave Aet. The judge fined Mr. Daniels twenty-five
dollars and costs, which he paid at ance with a pood grace.

Coly a very small portion of the federal officials were in
sypmpathy with Judge Miller, and althongh compelled to obey
their caths of office, joined with others in asking Mr, Booth to
make a statement of his case and forward it to President James
Buchanan. He finally consented to de se, although it was con-
trary to his desires and wishes in the matter, as he bad been
persecoted and hunted up and down the county just because he
had done his duty in trying to protect one ol his fellow beings
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that was in trouble and fAeecing from his task master from
another State.  But ha made the [ollowing statement:

to To the Presedent of the United States :

't 5tk—The undersigned respectiully represents that on the
23d of January, 1854, he was scntenced by the United States
District Court of Wisconsin to one months imprisonment and
bo pay a fine of #1000 and costs, taxed at $461.01, and to be
imprisoned till the fine and cests were paid, for an alleged vio-
lation of the Fugitive Slave Act of 18540 ; that I was discharged
from the judgment of said District Court on 2 writ of habeas
corpus on the 3d day of February, 1855, by the Supreme
Court of the State of Wisconsin on two grounds:

“First, that the Fugitive Siave Act was unconstitutional; and
second that the indictment under which [ was convicted was
fatalty defective,

“Jostin Crawford while affirming the constitutionality of the
act, held, with other members of the coort, that the indict-
ment charged me with no offense against the act; that on the
tst day of March, 1%f0, more than five years after this dis-
charge, and after the Supreme Court of this State had refused
ta reverse, and had theecby re-affirmed its former judgment,
discharging me ram imprisontment; and after the Legislature
of thizs State had passed formal resolotions which were ap-
proved by the Governor, sustaining the decision of the State
Court, I was re-arrested and re-imprisoned on the old senience
on a warrant from the United States District Court for this dis-
trict and am still in prison,

% That I regard my conviction and sentence as unjust and il-
legal, and my imprisanment as an cutrage on my vights and the
rights of a sovereign State.  That I am not able to pay my fines
and costs, ror do I beliave that a prolongation of my imprison-
ment will enable or dispose me to pay them. That the object
of the government in imprisoning me was to vindicate an ob-
noxious statute, That was done long ago as fully as it could be by
my perpetual imprizonment.  But il its object i=s to compel me
to acknowledge the Fugitive Slave Act as a constitutional law,
that is not the provizions of government to control man's
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opinion, and that ne length of imprisonment can change my
belief, The Fugitive Slave Act of 1854, 1s a violation of the
fundamental law of the land. That the fact that one was sen.
tenced with me for the same alleged offensc, and who now sus
tains the same relation to the United States District Court and
to one State Court in this case that T do, is permitted to go at
large while I am imprisoned, gives me just ground to regard
my imprisonment as the fruit of personal vindictiveness, ruther
than of 2 regard for law; that I do not ask for mercy, but for
the recognition and restaration of my rights, and though the
Government ¢an never unde the wrong it has done me, yet, as
a peaceable and law-abiding citizen, I have a nght to dcmand
that it shall cease to oppress me, and that you, as its chief exec-
utive, will do me the partial justice of discharging me from this
unjust judgment, and order my release from imprisonment., The
above statement, designed, without disrespect, tc place my
position clearly before the Government, {3 true fo the bost of

my knowledge and belief,
% GnErMaN M. BooTH.™

To this letter of M. Booth's, Attorney-General Jerry 5.
Black, replied in scathing terms, as he recited the recerd, not
the facts in the case. He szid, “fof his guilt not a doubt can
be entertained. In fact,™ hec sald, ' I am not aware that it has
ever becn denled by bimsclf.”  PBut after laying down the law
in regard to returning lugitive slaves, and the liability of all
persons that helped to secret or helped such persens to escape
from their Jawful masters, he says thut Mr. Booth ought to be
severely punished for violating the United States statute in
repard to the Fugitive Slave Act. Bot he zays the law is suf
ficiently vindicated whenever the sentence of the proper court
is executed upon him. Il has already served out his term of
imprisonment and the Government has no tight to demand
more than the payment of the fine and costs as a condition of
his discharge. In his petition he says that he is not able to
pay the fAne, and if such be the fact, holding him until he does
pay it is an equivalent to a sentence of prrpetual imprizonment.
This may be such a hardship as no government ought to infiict, |
because it would be making this law operate upon a poor man
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with a severity which a rich man weuld not feel. To prevent
the inequality the present state of the law furnishes no remedy,
except in the exercize of the pardoning gesver, but Booth
has never asked for such clemency in good faith, both of his
papers being filled with insolent expressisns, ete., of the law
undet which he was suffering, Thus Attorney Black wound up
his tirade against Mr. Hooth, by the following statement: “IFf
Mr. Booth's petition had consisted of a simple statement that he
was wholly destitute of means to pay his fines and costs, or any
part thereol, and that he asked the clemency of the Executior to
relieve him from imprisonment as a consequence of his poverty,
such a statement, verified by his own oath and corroborated by
the testimony of one or two respectable witnesses, well ac-
quainted with his peeuniary circunstances, wauld bave put his
application upon an enlirely dierent feating and entitled it to
cansideration, which at present is not the case.”

Great indignation was manilested when Atty.-Gen. Black’s
reply was recelved. 1t was af once proposed te again forcibly
enter the jail and rescue the prisener.  But this was not done,
and Mr, Hooth lay in prison about one year, being finally par-
doned by President Buchanan., This was said to hawve Lwen
done on the recomimendation of Atty.Gen. Black, who saw
the fastapproaching rebellion, and saw also that the Dooth
affair had incenscd public opinien in the North against the ad.
ministration, while it had neot strenpthened the President
in the South. The pardan ended the whele affair, which had
otcupied the attention of the peopls, the press and the courts
during a period of seven yoears, and soon after Mr. Booth left
Milwaukee, financially ruined.  Mr. Booth once owned a very
creditable dweliing house on Second street, between Sycamore
and Clyburn strects; also Mo. 1 Grand avenue, where Henry
Wehr's becr saloon now stands, besides haviog o large intcrest
in the Milwaukee Free Democrar, with C. Co Olin, €. C. Sholes,
Judge A. D, Smith and others. Mr. Booth now resides in Chi-
caga, John Bycralt, sentenced with him, resides on Clinton

street, Milwaukse, [Edward Daniels lives near Washington in
Virginia, 0. H. LaGrange lives nn the Pacific Coast, John Mes.

senger is dead, W. D Bagon lives {n Waulkesha, Vernon
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Tichenor is dead and C. C, Olin lives in Indianapolis. Thus
ended the greatest tragedy that was ever enacted in the Unitad
States in the arrest and release by the underground railway of
the slave, Joshua Glover, whe escaped from 5t. Louis, Me.

During the seven years, from March 11, 1854, not only were
the pecple of Wisconsin interested in the outcome of the Fugi-
tive Slave Act, but the best talented men in the conntry wers
up in arms in regard to the unconstitutionality of the act itself,

‘We will mention some of the names of the most prominent
anti-slavery men that took an active part in sfeig justice dobe
in the State of Wisconain, and uphalding the law concerning the
returning of fugitive slaves to their masters: Charles Sumner,
Wm. Lloyd Garrison and Wendell Phillips, of Massachusetts;
John P, Hale, of Maine . Garrett Smith, Horace Greeley and
Abel Brown, of New York; Henry Ward Beecher, of Droglk-
Iyn, New York; Harriet Beecher Stowe, of Connecticut; Solo-
mon P. Chase, of Ohio; Cassiuvs M. Clay, of Kentucky;
Elisha P. and Owen Lovejoy, of Hlineis (southern part), and
Charles Valoey Dwyer and ]J. H. Collins, of Chicago; Rev.
ichabod Codding, 5, M. Booth, Lewiz Washington, a fugitive
frotn Maryland, and Frederick Douglass, onee 2 slave, Wash-
ington.  All of these men were giving their Hime and attention
more or less to help sustain the laws of the land, and see that
justice was done to all that were concerned in this strupgle for
the frecdom of those in bondage.

No doubt but what the beld stand these men had taken had
a good deal to do in bringing on our eivil war and overthrewing
slavery, We had two strong men it Chicage.  Their eyes and
ears were always cpen to the wants of the panting fugitive,
We are refarring to Dr. Charles Volney Diyer and J. 11 Collins.
We will give an instanee when Dir. Diyer let humanity take the
place of cruelty and the return of a fugitive to slavery., Instead
of his permitting the slave to be returned, as he was already
handcufied, he broke the chain from the fugitive's wrists and
told him to flec for his life, which he did in double-quick time.
In less than three minutes the officers came for their prey and,
hehold, he was gone. On inquiry of the doctor where the
slave boy was his reply was, *fthat he was absorbed in the com-
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Charles Voluey Dyer, Chicago, IL.—Deceased,
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munity.” Thus the slave-owner lost & valuzble piece of prop-
erty, and another buman chattle had regained his right to free-
dom and to be his own master. No doubt Hartiet Beecher
Stowe's “ Uncle Tom's Cabin” had more to do with wiping
out the root and heart of American slavery than any other
cause. "' Uncle Tom " was read by milliong of people. It was
first published in the Naffomgf Fra at Washington, In its weekly
issues, and then put into book form and published in twenty-
five different languages, and was read by high and low, rich and
poor, and it really seemed as if the whole world was reading
& [Tncle Tom's Cabin, "

All of these causes combined were brought to bear upon
this blight In our country’s history, that it seemed as though it
was foreordained that such a blot on the body politic must be
wiped out. And so it was; and now, after more than thirty
years; this preat sw@in upon our land has disappeared. Yet
we like to review the ground and call to mind the many sacri
fices t at the anti-slavery advocates have made to accomplish
these preat events.

We publish in connecton with our history some sketches of
our (riends, and qQuite a number of portraits of those that fook
part in the rescue and escape of Carcline (Quarles and Joshua
Glover to the land of freedom.

Really we know of only three persons that are now alive
that were the main instigators in the escape of these twe fugi-
tives. They are 5. M. Booth, of Chicago, W. D. Bacon, af
Waukesha, and C. C. Olin, of Indianapolis, Indiana. Mr.
Edward Daniels and O. H. LaGrange, the rescuers of Mr, Booth,
from the post-office in Milwaokee may be alive, but their resi-
dence iz unknown to us.

THE END.



